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For the Religious Monitor. 
THE GOSPEL MINISTRY. 
A SERMON. : 


- We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your 


servants for Jesus’ sake.” 2. Cor. iv. 5. 

The Christian Minister is invested with the most honourable 
and useful office that can be entrustedto man. He isset for the 
defence of the gospel. His duty is to publish salvation—to give 
warning from God, and to watch for the souls of others as they 
that must give account. He derives his commission from the 
Lord Jesus Christ himself, the great Apostle and High Priest of 
our profession. By it he is authorized and appointed to declare 
all the words of this life, and to keep nothing back that may be 
profitable to men. Renouncing all selfish views, he is to keep 
one object constantly in view—the glcry of his Master, and the 
success of his work. He isto declare the truth as it is in Jesus, 
and thus to commend himself to every man’s conscience in the 
sight of God. 

Ofthe manner in which the duties of the ministerial office 
should be discharged, we have an excellent pattern in the life 
and ministry of our Apostle. He “determined to know nothing 
but Jesus Christ and him crucified,” and to preach Christ Jesus 
the Lord. v.5. From thisexample we are to conclude, that to 
preach Christ Jesus the Lord, is the proper employment of the 
gospel minister. Christ has been the great subject of every rev- 
elation from God. He is introduced in the first promise to man. 
The prophets were sent to foretel his coming. “The Spirit of 
Christ was on them when they testified beforehand the sufferings 
ofChrist, and the glory that should follow.” After he had risen 

VoL. tv. 37 
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from the dead, ascended to the right hand of power, it became 
the principal employment of his ministers to declare his finish- 
ed work—to set forth his humiliation and his glory, and to pub- 
lish salvation through faith in his blood. “I determined,” says 
Paul, “ not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ 
and him crucified.” “ I count all things but loss for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.” ‘ We preach 
not ourselves but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves, your ser- 
vants, for Jesus’ sake.” 

To preach, is to proclaim like a herald, or to publish by au 
thority. And to preach ourselves is to celebrate our own wis. 
dom or power, that we may promote our own interest. or secure 
our own personal aggrandizement, all which the Apostle entire- 
ly disclaims. His constant aim was to proclaim the glory of 
Christ,—That he was the anointed Messiah—the long promised 
Saviour andthe great Ruler of the world, able to save to the ut- 
termost all that come to God by him. In discharging the duties 
of this important office, instead of seeking to enrich himself, he 
was willing to be the servant of all for Jesus’ sake. In directing 
your attention to this subject so deeply interesting to those who 
preack the gospel, and to those who hear it, I purpose through 
divine assistance, 

I. To shew what it is for a minister to preach himself. 

II. What it isto preach Christ Jesus the Lord. And 

III. To notice that self-denial which is most ornamental to a 
Christian minister. 

I. Let us consider what it is for a minister to preach himself. 
Though christian ministers are most solemnly bound to disclaim 
all interested views, and to renounce self in every shape that the 
Lord alone may be exalted: yet it cannot be denied that many, 
notwithstanding their solemn obligations, have neglected Christ 
and preached themselves. When is it that the ministers of 
Christ may be justly said to do this? This is an important enqui- 
ry, and we must not evade it. He may be said to do so— 

1. When he preaches the opinions of men, instead of the truths 
of God. The minister of Christ has a sacred trust committed to 
him, which he must not betray. He is entrusted with the minis- 
try of reconciliation, and he is laid under the most solemn obli- 
gations to declare the gospel of the grace of God, simply as it has 
been received from the Lord Jesus Christ. Whosoever, there- 
fore, intermixes his own opinions with the doctrines of Christ, 
and corrupts the institutions of his Lord, incurs a fearful respon. 
sibility. He braves the high authority of Heaven, and exposes 
himself to the awful denunciations of divine wrath. “Yor Itesti 
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fy unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this 
book; if any man shall add unto these things, God shall add 
unto him the plagues that are written in this book; and if any 
man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophe- 
cy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out 
of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this 
book.” Rev. xxii. 18.19. From such a charge the Apostle vin- 
dicates his preaching. (2. Cor. ii. 17.) “We are not as many that 
corrupt the word, but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight 
of God so speak we in Christ.” 

2. A minister may be said to preach himself, when he seeks 
his own honour and reputation. The love of fame is powerful in 
its influence and operation. Corrupt nature covets applause, and 
applause gratifies the selfish tempers and dispositions of men, and 
is, therefore, eagerly sought after. Thisdid not Paul. Though 
skilled in the learning of Greece and Rome, and high in reputa- 
tion among his own countrymen, yet he renounced all for Christ. 
What things were gain to him, these he counted loss for Christ. 
Christ was the one object of his glorying. ‘ God forbid that 
Ichonld glory. save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

He who loses sight of the cross of Christ, or even in preaching 
the doctrines of the cross, seeks to acquire the reputation of an 
orator, or to. court the applause of the thoughtless multitude, by 
a pompous flourish of enticing words, instead of the plain testi- 
mony of God, is chargeable with preaching himself. From such 
a reproach the Apostle vindicates his ministry; (1. Cor. ii. 1.) 
‘And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency 
of speech, or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. 
My speech and my preaching was not in enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.” The 
gospel was his study, and he had no other subject of investiga- 
tion. His heart was in his Master’s work, and his aim was his 
Master’s glory. 

3. A minister is chargeable with preaching himself, when his 
chief object is to acquire wealth. The love of money is the root 
of all evil, and every man looks for his gain from his quarter. 
The Scripture, indeed, allows, that he who preaches the gospel 
should live ofthe gospel. Yet he must have higher motives for 
taking on him this sacred office, otherwise his selfishness is con- 
demned by the sacred Scriptures. A Bishop must not be given 
to filthy lucre. “ Feed the flock of God, taking the oversight 
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly, not for filthy lucre, but 
of a ready mind.” 1. Pet. v.2. Such also is Paul’s advice to 
Timothy and Titus, and he took the advice which he gave. “I,” 
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says he, “ have coveted no man’s silver nor gold nor apparel.” 
But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walk 
ing in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but 
by manifestation of the truth, commending ourselves to every 
man’s conscience in the sight of God. 2. Cor. iv. 2. 

4. A minister may be said to preach himself, when he preaches 
from party motives. When he preaches the gospel not so much 
to draw sinners to Christ that they may be saved, as to form a 
party of which he may be the chief. This was the character of 
many preachers in the Apostolic age. They cared not though 
they made a schism in the body, provided they could bring them. 
selvesinto notice. “‘ Some, indeed, preach Christ even of envy 
and strife, some also cf good will.” Divisions ef the most per- 
nicious tendency were thus early produced, and by the same 
shameful conduct have too frequently been perpetuated. But 
the faithful servant of Christ carefully directs perishing sinners 
to the true foundation, and rejoices not so much in his prosperty, 
as in his Master’s honour. Whether, says our Apostle, in pre- 
tence or in truth Christ is preached, I therein do rejoice and wilt 
rejoice. 

5. Aminister is chargeable with this sin, when he takes on 
him this sacred office, from a love of ease and self-indulgence. 
The ministerial office, when duties are properly discharged, re- 
quires the greatest vigilance, firmness and prudence. These du- 
ties are both painful and laborious, and the minister who wil! 
discharge them faithfully, must endure hardness asa good sol- 
dier of Jesus Christ. But this office is accompanied with temp- 
tations and liable to abuse. Men are ready to esteem you their 
enemy when you tell them the truth, and to account you theix 
friend when you flatter them in their follies and prejudices. The 
minister of religion has ready access to the passions of men, and 
is often strongly tempted to gratify their vanity, and to suffer sin 
upon them as the readiest way to secure their favour and his ow» 
ease. There is, therefore, the greatest need for him to stir up 
the gift that is in him, and to labour with unceasing vigilance 
and zeal for the best interests of the souls of men. Such a h- 
bourer was Paul. ‘ Do I,” says he, “ now persuade men or 

God? ordo I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I 
should not be the servant of Christ.” Gal. i.10. And he justly 
reprobates the criminal] conduct of those who professed to preach 
Christ, but whose whole conversation made it manifest that they 
sought chiefly personal gratifications. ‘“ For many walk oi 
whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping 
that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is 
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destruction, whose God is their belly, whose glory is in their 
shame, who mind earthly things.” (Phil. iii. 18.19.) This is not 
to preach Christ, but ourselves, and those who do so, serve not our 
Lord Jesus Christ. For this service requires us to renounce self 
in every shape, that Christ may beall. ‘“ But as we are allowed 
of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak not 
as pleasing men, but God which trieth our hearts.” 1. Thess. ii. 4. 
Happy is that minister who, with our Apostle, can appeal to his 
hearers and to his God, “ ye are witnesses and God also, how 
holily and justly, and unblameably we behaved ourselves among 
you that believed; and as ye know how we exhorted and com- 
forted and charged every one, even as a father doth his children, 
that ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto 
his kingdom and glory.” 1. Thess. ii. 11.12. But, 

II. Let us now proceed to shew what it is to preach Christ Je- 
susthe Lord. And, 

1. I begin with observing, that those who would preach with 
safety to themselves, and benefit to the souls of men, must do it 
from a heart-felt love to the Saviour. It hath, indeed, pleased 
the Lord sometimes to make use of unfaithful and selfish men to 
publish his gospel. One received part of this ministry and Apos- 
tleship from which he fell by transgression, that he might go to 
his place. Our Apostle also allows that a man may preach the 
gospel to others and be himself cast away. But though God has 
sometimes blessed the labours of ungodly men, yet the Scriptures 
warrant us to say, that they were unsent, and when their work 
“ shall be made manifest,” it will generally be found to be with- 
out fruit. Their whole ministry is but a scene of hypocrisy and 
deceit, and draws after it the deep damnation of Hell. The 
Apostle is careful to inform us that his zeal was prompted by gra- 
titude and love to his Lord, who leved him and gave himself for 
him. ‘‘ When it pleased God to reveal his Son in me, then I con- 
ferred not with flesh and blood.”—“ For the love of Christ con- 
straineth us,” &c. 

This is a matter of the greatest importance, because there is 
too much reason to fear, that from this quarter the most perni- 
sious errors have crept into the church. Men, who have never 
known the love of Christ, will be ready to introduce to the no- 
tice of their hearers any other subject sooner than hiscross. On 
the other hand, if they have tasted that the Lord is gracious, no 
subject will be more delightful than the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. 

2. To preach Christ Jesus the Lord, is to publish the glories of 


is person and character, and to shew forth the excellency of hie 
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salvation, To declare his glory and to shew forth all his praise, 
is indeed more than human tongue can do. He is possessed of 
all human excellence and divine perfection. He is fairer than 
the sonsofmen. ‘“ In him dwelleth all the fulness of the God- 
head bodily.” ‘We beheld his glory, the glory as of the only be- 
gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” In him is to be 
found all that the infinite justice of an offended God can de- 
mand, and whatever the chief of sinners need for their perfec- 
tion and glory. But although we can neither comprehend nor 
exhibit all his excellence, yet the principal facts revealed in 
Scripture respecting his person and work, are to be distinctly set 
forth. 

(1.) He is to be proclaimed as the only and all-sufficient Media 
tor between God and man. Sin hath made an awful breach between 
God and men. They are guilty, polluted and condemned by his 
law, and he is a Being of spotless purity. No wicked person can 
stand before him with acceptance. AJ] gracious communion be- 
tween God and men is, therefore, forever at an end, but for the 
mediation of Christ Jesus the Lord. By the glorious constitution 
of his persor and the appointment of God, He alone is able to 
effect a reconcilation between God and man. “ He hath made 
peace by the blood of his cross.” It ought, therefore, to be ex- 
plicitly declared, that there is no access to God but by him 
Neither is there salvation in any other, for there is none othes 
name under heaven given among men whereby we must be sa- 
ved.” But entering in at the door of mercy to the holiest by 
the blood of Jesus, the most worthless and vile are made wel 
come to all the blessings of grace and glory. “It is a faithful, 
saying and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save sinners.” 

(2.) He is to be preached in the fulness and sufficiency of all his 
offices as the prophet, priest and king of his chureh. He is the 
great prophet of the church, and who alone teacheth to profit. 
In ancient times he often appeared to the chosen seed as the an- 
gel. of the covenant, and he spake by the prophets. In the ful- 
ness of time. he stood upon the earth a prophet like unto Moses, 
and spake as never man spake. And though now exalted to the 
right hand of the heavenly majesty, he hath appointed the ordi- 
nance of preaching which he makes effectual to save them that 
believe. He alone can open the heart and convert the soul, and 
he hath put the gospel treasure into earthen vessels that the ex- 
cellency of the power may appear to be of God and not of us 
Perishing sinners, therefore, while they must be urged to a dili- 
gent use of the means of grace, must also be directed to look. 
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above all means and ordinances to the Lord Jesus Christ him- 
self. “ God, who commanded the light to shine out of dark- 
ness,” must shine into the heart, “to give the light of the know!- 
edge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” Thus, 
while Jesus Christ is a perfect pattern to every preacher, sinners 
must be taught to look to himself for the saving efficacy of all 
preaching. Christ bears also the office and character of a priest. 
“The great High Priest over the House of God.” That our 
guilt might be expiated, our souls sanctified, and the divine fa- 
vour restored, he made peace by the blood of his cross. By the 
merit of his atoning blood, divine justice is satisfied, and God 
sets him forth to be a propiation through faith in his blood. And 
Christ who was once offered to bear the sins of many, continues. 
to advocate the cause of his people,in the presence of God. It 
should, therefore, be fully made known, that though none can 
answer for their own sins, nor successfully plead the‘r own cause, 
yet Christ, the “ Great High Priest over the House of God,” 
hath redeemed his people from the curse of the law; and that he 
secures their salvation as their living Intercessor. “ Wherefore 
he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God 
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.” 
And, 

Finally, that sinners may be brought to. confide in his ability 
to save, his kingly office must be unfolded. “I,” saith God, 
‘have set my King upon my holy hill of Zion.” “ He hath on 
his vesture and on his thigh a name written King of kings and 
Lord of lords.”” His kingdom is universal, and his power is su- 
preme. He possesses uncontrollable authority over the dispen- 
sations of Providence, and the temper and dispositions of 
meu. The government is on his shoulder, and he exercises it for 
the good of the world and the benefit of his church with great 
and increasing glory. ‘ Thou hast given him power over all 
flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast giv- 
en him.” John xvii. 3. Clothed as he is with almighty power, he 
is able to subdue the most obdurate hearts, to change the most 
perverse dispositions, and to make his people willing in the day 
of his power. He can restrain and subdue the enemies of his 
church—break the power of sin—extract the sting from death— 
cast the wicked down to destruction—make his people more than 
conquerors, and, in spite of all the opposition of earth and hell, 
bring them safely home to his everlasting kingdom and glory 
immortal. 

3. To preach Christ Jesus the Lord is to set forth the wonder- 
ful constitution of his glorious person, as God and man; that sin- 
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uers may know that he is fully competent to manage their cause 
and to execute the offices with which he is invested. It was ne- 
cessary that our Redeemer should be man, that being made like 
unto his brethren, he might be a merciful and faithful High 
Priest in things pertaining to God. “ We have not an High 
Priest, who cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 
but one who was in all points tempted like as we are,” and hay- 
ing been tempted, he knows how to succour them that are tempt- 
ed. But while he is man, that he may sympathise with us and 
succour us, he is also God over all, Blessed for ever. His arm is 
omnipotent to save, and whosoever takes shelter under it, is ab- 
solutely safe. This was necessary that his atonement might be 
effectual, and that his offering might forever make perfect those 
that are sanctified. It is the glorious constitution of his person 
that makes his bloodso precious. ‘ As man he suffered, but as 
God he bled.” ‘‘Feed the church of God which he hath purchas- 
ed with his own blood.” Acts xx. 28. Unless his divine majesty 
and glory be proclaimed, there is no proper preaching of Christ 
Jesus the Lord. Without this his promises would appear inse- 
cure, and his ability to save might be justly called in question. 
Accordingly the Divinity of the Messiah is preached in hisname, 
by the evangelical prophet, as the firm foundation of the church’s 
faith and hope. ‘“ Look unto me, and be ye saved, for I am 
God, and there is none else. A just God and Saviour, there is 
none beside me. Ihave sworn by myself, the word hath gone 
out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, that un- 
to meevery knee shall bow,-and every tongue shall swear.’ 
Isa. xlv. 22, 23. 

The Divinity of Christ is justly regarded as the foundation of 
the Christian religion. This is its most glorious article. The 
whole value of the gospel of our salvation rests on this solid and 
immoveable basis,* and gives tothe gospel its solemn and binding 
obligation. For it is the declared will of God, “ that all men 
should honour the Son even as they honour the Father.” Nay, 
unless the Son receive Divine honours, the Father cannot be 
honoured.” ‘‘Hethat honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the 
Father which sent him.” John v.23. Thus to preach Christ 
Jesus the Lord is to exhibit him as the only Mediator between 
God and man. To set forth the offices with which he is invest- 
ed, as the Prophet, Priest and King of his church, and to make 

* Mat. xvi. 15. Thou art Christ the Son of the living Cod—yv. 18. On this 
rock I wall build my church, &c. The plain sense is, that.our Lord would 
build the Christian church upon this proposition of truth. ‘That he was the 


— the Son of God.”” Poole on the passage. See also Dr, Guyse and 
others. 
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known the constitution of his glorious person. In a word, the 
whole system of revealed truth should be so handied, that Christ 
may appear to be what he really is, the great subject of Divine 
Revelation. That the Divine Saviour in all his fulness may be 
constantly pressed upon the attention of perishing sinners, and 
that the salvation of souls with the advancement of the king- 
dom and glory of Christ, should be the sole end of all preaching. 
‘“* We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you 
by us, we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled unto God.” 
2. Cor. v. 20. 

III. Let us notice the self-denial which is most ornamental to 
the Christian minister. The servant of all for Jesus’ sake. This 
part of the text rather looks to you, who are the hearers of the 
gospel, and shews youthe claim which you have on our services, 
but it is not without its uses to those Who picwebit| Whatever 
is said about ourseives is designed to humble us, and to bring 
OGhiict iaty uvtice. In all our ministerial labours we are not 
lords, but servants, and one is our master even Christ, to whom 
we must give an account ofour ministry. But we are also your 
servants for Jesus’ sake. Yetthis does not bind us to do any 
thing for your pleasure which might be displeasing to God or in- 
jurious to Christ. If we thus sought to please men, we would not 
be the servants of Christ. We are not yours to flatter you in 
your follies, nor to confirm you in unjust prejudices. We are not 
yours to encourage you by our example in any known sin, nor to 
associate with you in those gay amusements which banish all se- 
riousness from the mind. We are not yours to accommodate the 
word of God to your wordly habits, nor to alter the unchangea- 
ble testimony of heaven to suit the changing fashions of the 
times, for we dare not daub with untempered mortar, nor cry 
peace, peace, when there is no peace. We may feel compassion 
for you when you have no pity on yourselves. We may grieve 
for the hardness of your hearts, when we behold you sensible 
to the offers of mercy. We may weep for you in secret places 
when we see you turning into the broad way that leads to de- 
struction, but we must ever testify that if ye live after the flesh, 

ye shall die. 

But although we cannot ard must not serve you, by accommo- 
dating the word of God to your sinful dispositions, we are at 
your service to teach you the fear of the Lord. We are your 
servants to perform to you every good work, and every labour of 
jove that may promote your best interests. We are ready to 
shew you the way of eternal life, to proclaim to you peace and 
salvation, and for this we hold ourselves your debtors. We are 
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your servants to preach to you Christ ‘Jesus the Lord, in season 
and out of season, if it so be that we can gain some of you. In 
the assembled congregation—in the family—in training up the 
young—in the society—in the domestic circle—in the chamber of 
sickness, and by the bed of death, we are ready to serve you. To 
place before you the demerit and dangers of sin, and to direct 
you to the only Saviour; to shew you the merit of his blood and 
the riches of his grace, and to tell you of the mansions of glory 
which he is preparing for all believers. 

But it is only for Jesus’ sake that we are your servants. It is 
because he hath called us, and we are willing to serve you for 
his honour and interest, and for his sake we will decline no la- 
bour which his glory and your good may require. When we are 
Sulded by right motives in the discharge of our duty, we feel it 
is the love of (i~s-e chat Constraineth us. It was free, unmerited 
love that moved him to appear in the likeness of sinrut flesh, to 
dwell a man of sorrows ina sinful world, and to dic au avewocd 
death that we might live forever in heavenly glory. A firm per- 
suasion of the greatness of this love should move the affections, 
and influence the conduct of all his servants. 

It was the love of Christ that made our Apostle willing to 
suffer the loss of all things,and to count them Lut dung that he 
might win Christ, and be found in him clothed with his right- 
eousness. Hear his own account of his labours and sufferings in 
the service of his Divine Master. “ In labours more abundant, 
in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft— 
In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in 
perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in 
perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, 
in perils among false brethren—In weariness and painfulness, 
in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold 
and nakedness. Beside those things that are without, that which 
cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.” 2. Cor. 
xi. 23.28. Inthe midst of all these perils he was supported by 
the love of Christ, and could say none of these things move me. 
Behold then, brethren, the constraining motive that binds the 
faithful minister to his Master’s service. The love of Christ pas- 
seth knowledge—“ Therefore, seeing we have this ministry as 
we have received mercy, we faint not. 





But have renounced the 
hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor hand- 
ling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation uf the 
truth, commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the 
sight of God.”’ 2. Cor. iv. 1. 2 
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From what has been said, it will be seen that it is not ourselves 
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yut Christ Jesus the Lord that is to be preached—the only be- 
gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. When he was 
manifested in the flesh he was called Jesus the Saviour, and 
Christ the anointed, being from eternity designated to this of- 
fice. He was consecrated to be the Teacher and Prophet of the 
church, and he is Lord of all, and shall reign till all his ene- 
mies shall be made his fvotstvol. His gospel is the rod of his 
strength, which hath gone forth out of Zion. to so great a_por- 
tion of the earth. This gospel we desire to publish, for it is the 
means appointed to open the eyes of sinners, and to turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
that they may obtain an inheritance among them that are sanc- 
tified. 

In summing up this discourse let us shortly notice some of 
its practical uses. And 

1. The ministers of the gospel are taught by this text that to 
preach Christ Jesus the Lord, is their proper employment, and 
the most important part of their duty. Their subject is Christ 
Jesus the only Mediator between God and man. He is the or- 
dinance of God for salvation. Preaching him is the means ap- 
pointed by God for the conversion and salvation of sinners. To 
preach ought but Christ is to be unfaithful to God, and cruel to 
the soulsofmen. We are ambassadors for Christ, and are sol- 
emnly bound to abide by our instructions, and to deliver the 
word of salvation ashe has committed it to us. If we then de- 
part from the simplicity of the gospel, and preach ourselves or 
the opinions of men, we incur a fearful responsibility. The 
cause of God and truth must suffer through our perfidy, the god- 
ly will be grieved, the wicked will be hardened, and precious 
souls may be lost. Such labourers do the work of God deceit- 
fully. They may be carressed and applauded by worldly men, 
but they and their work are rejected of God. A terrible retribu- 
tion awaits them. They must give account of their stewardship. 
Then shall they awake from their fatal delusion. Fearfulness 
and trembling shall take hold uponthem. Hell is naked before 
them, and destruction hath no covering. O my soul come not 
thou into their secret; unto their assembly mine honour be not 
thou united. ‘ 

2. As it isthe imperative duty of Christian ministers to preach 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so it is no less incumbent on the hearers 
of the gospel to receive and embrace the truth as it is in Jesus. 
Preaching is the ordinance of God, and by it he saves them that 
believe. But, my brethren when the word of God is faithfully 
preached, it is by no means a matter of indifference whether ye 
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believe it ox not. The Lord himself commands you to take 
heed how you hear. The word of God cannot be spoken, nor 
can his message be delivered without having a powerful influence 
on your destiny, whether ye will hear and obey, or whether you 
will turn a deaf ear to the voice of mercy, and reject the counsel 
of God against yourselves. My word, saith the Lord, shall not 
return to me void, but it shail accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I send it. “ We are un- 
to God asweet savour of Christ in them that are saved, and in 
them that perish. To the one we are the savour of life unto life, 
and to the other the savour of death unto death.” You cannot 
reject the word of the gospel but at the awful hazard of your 
own destruction. ‘ He that believeth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in the only begotten Son of God.” 
“If they that despised Moses’ law, died without mercy, under 
two or three witnesses, of how much sorer punishment suppose 
ye shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the 
Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, where- 
with he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite 
unto the Spirit of grace?” 

3. The hearers of the gospel should learn from this subject 
what sort of preaching they ought to value. Iam afraid that no 
inconsiderable portion of the guilt of unsound preaching must 
be laid to the charge of the hearers of the gospel. We find that 
your vain imaginations are too often at work, and too many 
seem best pleased when the preacher speaks of other things than 
the gospel of salvation. This lays a strong temptation in the 
way of preachers to dwell on those things which are most agree- 
able to the carnal mind, which is enmity against God. My 
brethren, these things ought not soto be. If it be our incum- 
bent duty to preach to you the pure gospel of God, it is yours to 
desire the sincere milk ofthe word, that ye may grow thereby. 
For, “ though we or an angel from Heaven preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed.” ‘ But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to 
them that are lost, in whom the God of this world hath blinded 
the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glo- 
rious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, sheuid shine 
into them.” 

Lastly, the place which I now occupy seems to require that I 
should address a word of exhortation to those of you who preach 
the gospel, and those who hear it. And 

}. My Reverend i*athers and Brethren, suffer me for a little te 
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+e your Monitor.* You have been called to be teachers of your 
-ellow men, and appointed to watch for their souls, as they that 
must give account. Let Christ Jesus the Lord be the subject of 
yoursermons. Proclaim God manifest in the flesh, in all the 
fulness of his graceand glory. ‘‘ In doctrine shewing uncorrupt- 
ness, gravity, sincerity, sound speech that cannot be condemned. 
Declare the whole counsel of God as it is revealed to you in his 
word. “ And this book of the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou 
mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein; for 
thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have 
zood success. This book contains all the words of this life, study 
it carefully and preach it fully. Build all your doctrine on the 
foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
»eing the chief corner-stone. Determine to know nothing but 
Jesus Christ and him crucified. Make it manifest to all, that in 
Christ Jesus nothing can avail but a new nature and faith un- 
feigned. Be ye,alsv, yourselves examples of the power of God- 
liness.”” ‘ Bean example of the believer in word, in conversa- 
tion, in charity, in spirit, in faith, and in purity. Stir up the 
zifts that are in you, and labour to be accepted of God, that you 
may finish your course with joy and the ministry that ye have 
received of the Lord. Remember you have to give an account 
of your ministry to him, who holds the stars in his right hand, 
ind whose eyes are as a flame of fire, and let this dispose you to 
the diligent improvement of every talent, that when the Chief 
Shepherd shall come ye may receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away, 

2. As to you who are the hearers of the gospel, suffer me to 
exhort you to take heed how ye hear. The message that we 
bring you is from God, though delivered by mortal men, like 
yourselves, and he that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God. 
If you desire to profit by our preaching, let your hearing the 
word be preceded, accompanied and followed by fervent prayer 
to God for his enriching blessing. Cultivate an honest and an 
impartial love oftruth. Lay aside all malice and all guile, and 
hypocrisies and envies and all evilspeaking; as new born babes, 
desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby. 
Remember that whosoever will not receive the Kingdom of God 
as a little child, shall in no wise enter therein. Never forget 
that there is an account to be given by you also. Christ Jesus 
the Lord, who is now preached to you in the gospel, shall come 
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the second time without sin unto salvation, to judge the world 
in righteousness. Then shall he sit upon his great white throne. 
and the books shall be opened, and every man shall give account 
of himself to God. Improve, therefore, now the warning voice 
of instruction, lest it be bitterness to you in the latter end. Lest 
you mourn at the last and say, how have I hated instruction and 
despised reproof, and have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, 
nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me. Beware of 
disregarding the counsel of your God. Incline your ear, hear 
and your souls shall live. 

Be careful in attending with meekness upon the preached gos. 
pel. Never let your seats in the house of God be found empty. 
without a reason that will satisfy the conscience, and that God 
will approve. Forsake not the assembling of yourselves togeth- 
er,as the manner of some is. Remember your spiritual instruct 
ors at the throne of grace. Pray that they may understand the 
mysteries of the gospel ; that they may have boldness and utterance 
in declaring the counsel of God; that the power of the Lord 
may be present to heal, and that you may profit abundantly by 
their labours. Hear how the Apostle inculcates your duty upon 
you: “ Now, I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ’s 
sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with 
me in your prayers to God for me.” And asa gracious God is 
yaore ready to bestow than you are to ask, there is good reason 
to nope that ye shall be like trees planted by rivers of water. 
that bring forth fruit in their season, and whose leaves do not 
fade. ‘“ And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you 
an inheritance among all them that are sanctified.” 


ae 


For the Religious Monitor. 
ON COVERING SIN. 


[Concluded from page 248.] 


In a former paper I specified a number of ways in which per 
sons may be considered as chargeable with covering sin. I now 
proceed to consider the dangerous consequences of such conduct. 
Saith the Spirit of God “ he that covereth his sins shall not pros 
per.” 

When the text says “he shall not prosper,” there are two 
things to be considered: First, what is implied in not prosper 
ing, and second, the certainty of this in the case supposed. As 
to the first it may be laid down asa general rule of interpreta 
tion that every negative implies the affirmative, aad vice versa 














447 


for example, when Christ says, Isa.1.4. ‘‘ The Lord God open- 
ed my ear, and I was not rebellious;” that is, I was obedient. 
Again, “ Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not pros- 
ner.’ Again, ‘“ No weapon that is formed against thee shall 
prosper.” In both which passages the affirmative is obviously 
the thing intended to be expressed. They shall meet with de- 
feat. So it is here, he that covereth his sins, shall be defeated 
in his end, calamity shall overtake him; some, or all of those 
evils, which befa! sinners on account of hiding their sins. Some 
of these are the fruits of their conduct, and in all cases certainly 
follow it, and others are added to it in a judicial way. To these 
! would beg the serious attention of the reader. 

The first to which I would call the attention is, hardness ofheart. 
This is the heaviest kind of calamity which can overtake a sin- 
ner inthis world. Sinners themselves, do not so account it, and 
therefore it ought to be the more dreaded by those who know 
what it is. It diminishes the sense of right and wrong, and 
when God does not interpose restraints or renewing grace, it will 
continue to do so, till they are past feeling, and like the tree 
that istwice dead, plucked up by the roots. How dreadful is 
such a state! The form of religion is continued, but the spirit is 
not there. The body goes through all the attitudes of devotion, 
without the heart. God speaks with the voice of thunder his 
indignation at what has been done, but it hears not. He dis- 
plays all the riches of a free salvation before it, but it sees not. 
He smites with reproof and rebukes of different kinds, increas- 
ing in severity, but it feels not. ‘The man has a profession anda 
respectable name; it may be, he feels no apprehensions of any 
kind, and imagines himself to be in a fair way for heaven; but 
he is dead! Dreadful delusion! Inthe mean time, the sin which 
at first he thought needful to cover, he can now commit openly 
without compunction. He can venture upon new and more ag- 
giavated offences. He dropseven the form of duties. He now 
goes abroad and solicits transgression. He laughs at reproof. 
Those convictions which at first gave him so much alarm, he 
now ridicules as the most contemptible weakness. He regards 
first transgressions as child-like adventures; and proudly defying 
all restraint, he rushes upon crimes, the very thought of which 
makes the blood chill. Every moral tie has now lost its hold of 
him, and he seeks to satiate him with transgression as the thirsty 
ox does with water—he sues fora treaty with hell; and ven- 
tures fearlessly to the mouth of the gulph: And henceforth his 
colversation is in Hell, and the dialect cf the pit is habitually 
on his tengue. Hs mind is full of darkness. And the most hor- 
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ribie blasphemies against God and religion are readily ente- 
tained in it; and by times he tries in his mind to blot out his be 
ing, and to say in his heart “ there is no God.” Wretched man’ 
he is eagerly heeping up fuel for his own everlasting burning’ 
Reader, is this real or imaginary? Who is yonder man ascending 
the scaffold amidst the immense crowd? is it not he whoat first fel 
ashamed of his fault, and covered it with a lie? and now, such 
are his crimes and his character that society cannot be safe while 
he is upon earth. Do you not see also in the sacred page, how 
quickly Joseph’s brethren became hardened, and practiced one of 
the most cruel deceptions on their father. They could look upon 
the swollen tear trickling down the wrinkled cheek, for years 
together; and with an hypocrisy not easily described, they try 
to comfort him. David, from committing adultery, makes haste 
to murder, not only without any provocation, but with very 
much, on the part of the innocent victim, to excite esteem. It is 
no wonder, after this, if he treat his prisoners with the most 
shocking cruelty, “ cutting them with saws and harrows of iron 
and axes;’’ what would he have become had not God interposed, 
and had there been no principle of life within? Again, how 
quickly is Peter sufficiently hardened to break out into cursing and 
swearing. Ifthe progress of hardening is not so rapid, or car- 
ried so far in some as in others, it isa Sovereign God that makes 
the difference. And let none encourage themselves with the 
idea that they cover only small sins. The smallest, (if any may 
be so called) are forbidden. ‘This was all that made Adam’s eat- 
ing of the fruit of the tree asin; yet such was its hardening effect 
that man turns round from astate of pure innocence in one mo- 
mentand charges God to his face—“the woman theu gavest me.” 
Second. An evil conscience is a calamity that cannot altogether 
be separated from the covering of sin. The man himself must 
always know both the sin itself and the covering of it. And 
how hardened soever, he cannot he absolutely free from this con- 
viction at times. And if he is only entering on the ways of in 
iquity, it will cause him considerable pain and uneasiness. He 
knows, if others do not, that he is guilty. And let him go where 
he may, it will follow him; whether he remain near the scene 
of commission, or move to a great distance from it; whether he 
be in company or alone, in the house or in the field, it will be 
with him. He may make his escape from some enemies, but as 
soon may he escape from himself as from his evil conscience 
Whatever he may be employed in, it will still obtrude itself upon 
his notice. If he try to mingle with jovial company, it will be 
there alsa to whisper in his ear amidst his mirth and revelry 
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They are ail innocent of this, but you are guilty; their mirth is 
natural and easy, but yours is forced; while a smile sits on your 
countenance, the heart weeps. He tries to banish it from his 
memory, but he cannot; ten thousand things serve to call it con- 
tinually to his recollection. When he retires to rest it terrifies 
him with dreams. And at length gets so fastened on every train 
of thought that it is before his mind continually. His former 
uneasinesss now becomes an alarming trouble, because he must 
not only have it before his mind, but he must consider it too. His 
thoughts seem, without his leave, to run out upon the nature and 
aggravations of his sin, and return to him with these conclusions, 
or similar to these—Y ou well knew before that it wasasin—You 
have condemned the same thing in others—it is contrary to all 
the instruction and advice you have ever received—the example 
of ministers, parents and neighbours testified against it. He is 
also compelled to look at the sad consequences which may fol- 
low. Its demerit stares him in the face. His imagination be- 
comes frightened, and he is filled with a thousand apprehensions 
of detection, exposure and punishment, (if such be the nature of 
the case as to admit of it) and he is ready torise up and flee at the 
sound of ashaken leaf. At other timaes he is on the point of 
breaking fourth in self-accusation, like Joseph’s brethren—* veri- 
ly we are guilty concerning our brether.” Besides all this, he 
is compelled in his turnings and shiftings to have glances at the 
frown wuich sits on Justice’s brow—Justice, instructed by Om- 
niscience and armed with Omnipotence. Alas! whither shall he 
flee! “His own iniquities have taken hold of him, and bound bim 
fast as it were with cords’—how then shall he escape from the 
hand of the Almighty? Should he turn his thoughts towards 
prayer, this evil conscience represents a fire flaming unto the 
midst of heaven, ready to take vengeance upon him for his iniqui- 
ty. Does he look into the Bible, he reads, or thinks he reads, 
a sentence of condemnation in every verse. In this hour of dis- 
tress, Satan suggests—Your redemption is past—there is no mer- 
cy for you—if you pray, the infallible word says it shall “ be 
turned tosin’—if you read the Bible, it will aggravate your 
guilt by more knowledge—it is useless for you to hear sermons; 
your doom is fixed. The agonies of his mind are now beyond 
expression. The arrows of the Almighty drink up his spirits, 
sleep departs from his eyes, his bones cleave to his skin, and he 
withersaway. Friends may pray, reason and entreat, and hold 
forth the comforts of the word, but allin vain. He is beyond 
comfort. With an infatuation peculiar to despair, the miserable 
being wishesto bein Hell. The writer was acquainted with a 
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person in this situation, who declared that she thought lier top. 
ment was as great as it would be in Hell, and that, therefore, it 
could serve no end for her to live, and accordingly effected her 
own destruction. Judas also is a fearful monument to the truth 
of what I have said of an evil conscience. And it is said of Pe 
ter that he could hardly hear the cock crow without weeping, 
even though he must have known that he was forgiven. God, in 
marvellous mercy and forbearance, generally prevents it from 
coming thus far; but now and then in sovereignty allows it to 
proceed, that we may see how dreadful an accusing conscience js, 
when it receives a commission. What then does he do, who coy- 
ers his sins? he lays a snare for his own feet—he puts a deadly 
weapon into the hand of his mortal foe—kindles the fire in 
which himself may everlastingiy burn—but how shall language 
express it as the damned feel it! 

Third. The secret frequently comes out, after all che endeay 
ours used to concealit. This is a calamity which the sinner 
himself will acknowledge to be so. And it is not generally the 
first sin alone, but all the base and wicked conduct intended to 
conceal it, comes to light; which most frequently displays much 
greater turpitude than the first offence. We see this exempli- 
fied in the disclosure made of the base conduct of Joseph’s breth- 
ren and his mistress, and also in the disclosure of David’s sin 
All the wickedness practised to conceal this offence, is also fully 
exposed. And what increases the calamity is, that the fame of 
it goes much farther than can be reasonably supposed it would. 
have gone, had there had been an honest confession of the offence 
at first. In the cases mentioned, asinsundry others recorded in 
Scripture; the fame of them will go wherever the Bible goes, and 
last while it lasts. And thesame thing-may be said of all the 
dark plots brought to light by the pen of the historian. This ac- 
cords with that word “ the name of the wicked shall rot.” Jt 
will be like a putrifying carcass sending forth a most offensive 
smell so long as it continues to be mentioned. God is pleased 
sometimes in order to show more fully his hatred of sin, to bring 
it to light in an extraordimary manner. In this manner did he 
discover Abraham’s sin in denying his wife, Achan’s coveting 
the wedge of gold, and the Babylonish garment, David’s adultery, 
and Ananias and Sapphira’s falsehood. Sometimes the sin is 
written out full inthe punishment; so Adonibezek confesses, 
“asl have done, so God has requited me.” Sometimes the 
course of providential events brings it forth as in the case of Jo- 
seph’s brethren and mistress, and Judah’s guilt with his daughter- 
in-law. And uncleanness generally is in this way discovered 
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Robbery and murder in almost every instance is in this way de- 
tected. Sometimes a guilty conscience becomes insupportable, 
and the sinner divulges it himself, as Judas, who came to the 
council and confessed, “ I have sinned in thatI have betrayed 
the innocent blood.” But most frequently the hacdness of heart 
already mentioned, is the means of discovering it. And seems to 
be intended, if not the principal meaning in these words, “ Be 
sure your sin shall find you out.” Num. xxxiil. 22. It hardly 
ever fails todo so: even when other means such as are competent 
to men to use, have utterly failed. Neither is it difficult to see 
a connection between these two things. While hardness or heart 
necessarily implies the absence of compunction and fear, it im- 
parts an audacity and a degree of impetuosity to the person in 
committing sin, which he had not before, so that he commits the 
same without his former precaution to conceal, and thereby he is 
detected. Instances of this are constantly occurring. Almost all 
those crimes which at length bring the sinner to public justice, 
were in the first instances carefully concealed. We may take it 
for granted that the first instance of intemperance generally 
causes, upon reflection, much shame and self-reprehension, and 
every precaution to conceal it so farasit can be done. But this 
will not be the case the second time. And after a few times 
more, the same person, with more boldness than even virtue, 
thinks it needful to assume at any time, is seen glorying in his 
shame; and then who that sees or knows of the same has not a 
convineing evidence that he has been guilty before. At first, 
the adultress and adulterer retire into the deepest secrecy which 
they find possible; not only suspicious actions and words are 
watchfully restrained, but gestures and looks also, and every 
circumstance which could. possibly induce the most distant sus- 
picion, is strictly watched. But after a time this rigid precau- 
tion is relaxed. Significant looks and gestures are heeded no 
more. Every specious pretence is laid hold of in order to hold 
conversation and contrive interviews. The adultress is no more 
afraid to mention the name of. her paramour, nor at length to 
hold up his supposed excellencies, and from less to more, till sus- 
picion is roused from its slumbers, nor-is it long till it is compel- 
led to give place to a settled conviction. And thus, though legal 
proof cannot always be had, the secret comes out through its 
hardening of the heart. And the Scripture is fulfilled, which 
says that “ sinners hands makes the snares wherewith themselves 
are caught.” When the Spirit ceases to strive with the sinner, 
and God strikes with judicial blindness, as well as hardness, the 
secret comes out much sooner to light, and with circumstances 
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of a more marked and decisive characte?, as when the person 
does not refuse it, but either counts it a light thing, or makes a 
mock of it, or defends it. This is frequently the case with 
offenders against the discipline of Christ’s house. They count 
their alleged scandal as nothing, and endeavour to hold up the 
officers of the church to the wicked world as objects of ridicule 
and contempt. Alas! for such persons! their sin is written on 
their forehead and they know it not “ they tell every one whom 
they meet by the way that they are fools.” O sinners, let 
these considerations alarm you in time to make confession, and 
to forsake your sin. You would shudder at the hardihood of the 
man who would foster a poisonous serpent in his bosom, but ye, 
O deluded sinners, cherish in your hearts the serpent of hell, 
whose bite causes the second death! 

Fourth. God sometimes visits with judgments those who have 
covered their sins. Sometimes in an extraordinary way, as he 
visited Achan, and Ananias and Sapphira, also Gehazi, the ser- 
vant of Elisha, when he thought to conceal his going after 
Naaman. Sometimes the very evil which they thought to es 
cape, comes upon them. Abraham thought by his hiding, to 
gain the good will of Pharaoh and his servants. Joseph’s breth- 
ren thought to escape tbeir father’s displeasure, but both these 
were disappointed. Sin is often covered in order to escape shame 
and reproach, and that very evil, tenfold of what it might have 
been, at length falls uponthem. So Judah must have felt it 
when Tamar, his daughter-in-law, sent the signet, bracclets and 
staff, saying, by the man, whose are these, am I with child. Sia 
is frequently cevered with the view of becoming rich, in other 
words of escaping poverty. Insatiable avarice, under the plausi- 

le name of industry,impels the man to overlook the religious ed- 
ucation of his children, to neglect the duties of the closet and 
the family, and to be lukewarm towards the interests of the 
church; to turn away his ear from the cry of poverty and dis- 
tress, and to hide himself from his own flesh. And if you put it 
to him, he isable at all times to set his conduct in an honorable 
light, and in spite of all your convictions, you are cbliged to be 
silent; the discipline of the church cannot reach his case. He 
must pass for an honorable man, though it be evident to all that 
he swellsin pride as he abounds in wealth. ‘But shall he by ini- 
quity escape God’s judgment so?” no verily. It needs but one 
word, and his downfall is as sudden, as it iscomplete. His rich- 
es take wings and fly away. His cattle, his crops fail, or by some 
unexpected turn of affairs, his credit is ruined, or fire breaks out 
and reduces his effects to ashes ina few hours, and he that was. 
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vesierday independent, is to-day a beggar. If still he will hide 
his iniquity, and say, “ it was only a chance that happened to 
him’—we shall perhaps see him in a little time a confirmed 
drunkard, and sunk into extreme wretchedness. Frequently the 
judgments sent on this account bear some proportion to the enor 
mity of the sin covered. 

The sin which David concealed was highly aggravated, and 
the judgments that followed it were heavy and long continued. 
His child, the fruit of iniquity, dies by a judicial stroke. The 
sword was never to depart from his house, and his neighbour, 
(viz. his son Absalom) was to lie with his wives. He had done 
his iniquity secretly, but all this was to be openly. The murder 
of Naboth was a sin of the deepest dye, and the concealing of it 
was, if possible, darker coloured still. A fast is proclaimed in 
the city on account of Naboth’s sin, and he is impeached with 
blasphemy, and stoned upon the testimony of two miscreants 
In this case God’s judgments are both heavy and sudden, and to 
increase their severity, they are announced before-hand, so that 
there may be also “ a fearful looking for of the judgment.” 

Before he had time to taste his guilty pleasure, the following 
heavy tidingsare sent him. ‘“ Hast thou killed and also taken 
possession? In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, 
shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine,” &c. 1. Kings, xxi. 19. 
It were well if sinners would consider these cases, and pause to 
think what judgments God may have written out for them; for 
assuredly. though it may seem to linger, it will certainly awake, 
and come upon them by surprise. 

[ have already said that parents are frequently guilty of hiding 
the sins of their children, either when they forbear chastising, 
or extenuate their faults, or connive at them directly. This con- 
duct seldom fails to meet its reward in due time. Solomon says, 
‘a child left to himself, bringeth his mother to shame.” Prov. 
xxix. 15. And the truth of it is written out te the full in the 
sorrows of may a parent. Sometimes, indeed, God steps out of 
his ordinary course to meet such a child with renewing grace, 
and this shame is prevented. At other times he cuts off their 
idol by the stroke of death, and gives them grief instead of shame. 
But ordinarily it falls to them in one or other of these ways, or 
inallof them. First, he treats their counsels and instructions 
with contempt. When the time comes that they feel disposed to 
enforce their authority, he tramples it under his feet. One or 
more shameful vices become predominant. He is a prodigal, 
or a drankard, ur unclean, and frequently all the three. Some- 
times he turns out to be a thief, or a highway robben then mnr 
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der comes next, and the scaffold last. Consider this, you whose 
cruel tenderness holds back the rod of correction when there is yet 


hope, and you, who flatter your children’s vices, their vanity, 

pride and rebellion, and regard as calumniators those who would 
} 
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discover to you their sins. 

A son left to himself sometimes becomes an open and profane 
swearer, and at other times he throws off all respect for revealed 
H religion, and espouses the cause of infidelity. ‘This to religious 
if , parents will always be a great distress, and when conscience up- 
Ff braids them with having neglected those reproofs and admoni- 
om th tions which might have been blessed, it will also bea great 
\ shame. When church officers cover the sins of their people in 
) wae ‘the way of neglecting the proper exercise of discipline, their 

guilty conduct, sconer or later, receives its recompense. Let us 

LS consider the conduct of Eli, and its fatal consequences to him- 
| t self and his posterity. Both as the head ofa family and an offi- 
By cer in the church, his conduct is faulted. It is said that he heard 
D ime, all that his sons did unto all Israel; (1. Sam. ii. 22.) that is, he 
knew it in all its aggravations, and yet he censured it with a 
very soft reproof, which God esteemed no reproof at all. He did 
dy | not put the laws of the house of God in force against them, but 
: ) | suffered them to go on. Therefore, it is said—‘ and hast hon- 
oured thy sons above me.” And judgments were denounced 
against him, ‘* because his sons made themselves vile, and he re 
strained them not.” The first judgment is, that all the good 
which God had spoken concerning his house was cut off, and 
God said, “ far be it from me.’ Next, all the increase of his 
house was to die in the flower of their age. Farther, Hophni 
and Phinchas was to be cut off by a stroke in one day. Again, 
he himself should see an enemy in God’s habitation. And last- 
ly the sin of his house was not to be purged forever. This case 
therefore informs us that God visits with very heavy judgments 
the covering of sin by a neglect of discipline, and in particular 
that he takes up the case and excommunicates the guilty persons 
in an extraordinary manner. So Christ threatens to do in a simi- 
lar case with Jezebel and her children. Rev. ii. 20.23. Also, 
that he has various ways of judging those who are guilty of this 
neglect. Sometimes they are cut off by death, sometimes they 
are made to see and feel also the mischief which they have 
brought onthe church, which causes them to go sorrowing and 
bowed down to the grave. At other times he leaves them to be- 
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Wi communicate themselves from their office; and at other times 
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through a sinful lenity, are raised up to be a severe but just 
scourge to them. So it was in the case of David the King. His 
natural affection, like Eli’s, interrupted a due course of justice 
towards his own family; and his own family are left to scourge 
him for it in the murder of Amnon, and in the conspiracy of Ab- 
solom. 

To the church in which discipline is neglected the consequen- 
ces areruinous. This appears abundantly clear in the case of 
Israel at the time when Eli was guilty. Also in the case of the 
church of Thyatira. It is frequently done in order to keep up 
and increase the number of church members, and God often in 
judgment over-rules it to produce the opposite effect, and to di- 
vide and scatter her. Nor is it very difficult to see how this 
comes to pass. 

When discipline is neglected wilfully, it must either become a 
general practice, or church-officers must be partial. In both ca- 
ses the serious and upright part of the congregation are offended 
and disgusted. The guilty persons are hardened in their iniqui- 
ty, and so are the officers who have spared them, who to make 
their conduct appear equal, justify what they have done. And 
thus iniquity obtains the colour of precept, with a powerful ex- 
ample annexed. The practice of discipline in those cases in 
which they would feel disposed to exercise it, soon becomes im- 
possible. The society is divided against itself, and therefore 
cannot stand. And therefore this base and treacherous conduct 
instead of increasing the numbers of the church, is the direct 
way to accomplish her ruin and desolation. 

it almost needless to remark, that all the bitter fruits which cov- 
ering sin produces in families and churches, it brings forth also, in 
civil communities a hundred fold. Like fire in the bowels of the 
earth, it may work under ground for a time, but ere long it will 
make a terrible eruption, and involve all that are near it in de- 
struction. We see amelancholy instance of the kind in the de- 
struction of the Bejamites. The wickedness of the men of Gibe- 
ah appears to have been practised with great secrecy. Such 
things seem not to have been conceived or suspected in the least. 
But how dreadful is its havoc when it breaks forth! The whole 
tribe is cut off, man, woman and child, and even the beasts, ex- 
cept 600 men who fled to the Rock Rimmon. At the first it is 
very likely that their abominations were practised with a secre- 
cy which concealed them from the most faithful vigilance of civil 
officers. But it seems altogether impossible that it could have, 
come to such a height as the Levite and his concubine found it, 
withont the knowledge of the magistrates. Long before that 
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night they must have had in their power to put the law in force, 
and had not done it. And unless the officers of the neighbour- 
ing towns had joined with them in refusing to deliver up the 
guilty individuals to punishment, the whole tribe would never 
have suffered as it did. Therefore this terrible war is to be set 
to the account of the magistrates in first neglecting to put the 
law in force themselves, and then refusing to allow others to do 
it. To similar conduct must have been owing the destruction of 
the old world, and of the cities of the plain. Some men may re- 
lieve their minds from any uneasy convictions thence arising by 
saying within themselves, “‘ these things happened long since, 
and there is no danger of any such evils now.” But whatever 
any may think, there never was a nation yet destroyed by vice 
and immorality, and the negligence of which we speak, was 
not a very prominent cause of it. Probably, after the flood-gates 
of iniquity were thrown open, and the commonwealth was seen 
going down, individuals have been roused to action, and used 
every exertion to stem the torrent, but then too late. When 
this was both possible and easy, they were asleep, and indulging 
their carnal appetite. None will question that families are every 
day making haste to ruin through the neglect of interposing pa- 
rental authority in scason. And what is the ruin of a family, 
but the ruin of a nation in miniature? The same eternal justice 
is still awake, and the hand of Omnipotence still holds the irof 
rod, which has dashed mighty empires in pieces. And if magis- 
trates and statesmen will not be wise in time, they infallibly 
shall be when it is too late both for themselves and their people. 
Is this word out of season? There are many excellent Jaws for 
the preservation of good morals set up in the U. States, and their 
execution intrusted to many who profess to be followers of Christ. 
Can every man lay his hand upon his breast, and say lam as 
zealous and diligent in putting the laws in force against Sabbath 
profanation, profane swearing, and drunkenness; us] am against 
uncleanness, theft, perjury or murder? If not, let them look to 
the consequences, and the award of him who will do right, and 
whom they cannot escape. 

Fifth. The covering of sins is calculated to make death more 
dreadful. It isnot indeed always the case. Sometimes the wick- 
ed have no bands in their death. Like the ox going to theslaugh- 
ter, they are allowed to pass away without any alarm until they 
lift up their eyes in Hell. They draw the happiest conclusions 
from all the circumstances of their case. They have lived on 
good terms with their neighbour; they have wronged no per- 
son; they have made a profession of religion; and they have en- 
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joyed a long course of prosperity which they often mistake for a 
mark of God’s new covenant favour; and they feel, therefore, in 
a happy case; any one that would suggest a doubt of it, is not 
listened to. This, I say, is sometimes the case; but it is frequent- 
ly far otherwise. They are often driven away in their wicked- 
ness, as with a storm anda tempest. God in righteous judgment 
strengthens their memories so that they have a full and distinct 
recollection of their past life. And now their secret sins stare 
them in the face. Conscience now awakes fiom its long slum- 
bers and refuses to be again pacified. Satan who has hitherto 
tempted, now accuses them with all their hidden and unrepent- 
ed crimes. The Spirit of God sets before them a view of his fiery 
law and its everlasting curse. Their eyes are now. opened, and 
they see the gulph that is opening before them, while the door 
of mercy is about to close behind them. A certain fearful look- 
ing for of judgment new fills them with trembling and horror. 
But their greatest misery lies inthis, that the hardness of their 
hearts, occasioned by covering their sins, is not in the smallest di- 
minished. Thoughthey nowsee and feel to what sin has brought 
them, yet they feel no sincere hatred towards sin itself in their 
heart. When they aver that they would live their life over 
again in a very different manner, were that possible, they but 
deceive themselves, for though they know that the offers of 
rsercy in Christ are about to be withdrawn from them forever, 
and that if they embrace them not, their awful doom is sealed; 
yet they feel no real esteem in their heart for holiness. If they 
might be pardoned in their sins they would willingly embrace 
that, but to propose saving them from their sins, sends them away 
like the young man in the gospel, exceeding serrowful. How 
desperate is their condition. “Judgment is now laid to the line, 
and righteousness to the plummet, and the hail sweeps away the 
refuges of lies, and the waters overflow the hiding place.” All 
their foundations give way at once, and their ruin is complete, 
and it is eternal. 

Lastly. The covering of sin will make the last judgment pe- 
culiarly awful; and there is no escaping it. Several of the pre- 
ceding calamities may be escaped, and are by many, but judg- 
ment they must all meet. Then “God will judge the secrets of 
men by Jesus Christ;” (Rom. ii. 16.) as if the attention of the 
judge were directed wholly to their covered sins—to execute 
justice on their account;—their open sins being comparatively 
light. They will then have an irresistible conviction, that He 
who is now upon the throne to judge them, was witness to the 
deceitful workings of their hearts in covering their sins. And 
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therefore concealing will now appear to their own minds to be 
utterly impossible. 

The judgment will come upon them by surprise, and as a thief 
in the night. Those living on the earth will be taken in the 
very act, nor have we reason to believe that the “ spirits in pris- 
on,” will have the least hint of it, till the dread summons to exe- 
cution throw open their prison door. There will then be a 
full disclosure of their secret sins. Nothing will be left. Their 
deepest contrivances will avail them nothing. Though they 
have hid themselves in Hell, thence shall they be brought up 
This disclosure will be exceedingly public. Nothing was ever 
so public since the creation. All those whom they have injured 
in their secret sins will be there. All their partners and accom- 
plices incrime will be there. The Devil which tempted them 
will be there. They shall there see one another face to face. 
The pleasures of their secret sins will then be over; so that they 
will have no consolation from them. Now they wili be made to 
taste of the bitterness ofthe second death. The covering ofthe 
atoning blood of the Lamb will then be withdrawn, and there- 
fore all hope of pardon with it. Hell by this time will be visi. 
ble; they will see it and know what it is. Now they may amuse 
themselves with sceptical dreams and hopes that there is no Hell, 
because we know not fully what it is, or where. Butall this 
will be perfectly understood on that day. How terrible sucha 
situation will be we cannot conceive, because nothing is now ex- 
perienced like it. But that it will be, we are certain. And 
what pleasure or profit has secret or covered sins to balance it? O 
that men would think of this before it be too late; and while 
they are invited, and urged, and pressed, with the most moving 
entreaties to accept of a complete and eternal covering to all 
theirsins, in the blood of Christ, without money and without 
price. What madress is itto purchase a few uncertain years of 
sinful delights, at the expense of a whole eternity of unutterable 
wo! O ye deluded men! 

The Deist and the unbelieving still hopes that all this isa cun- 
ningly devised fable. They are already beyond the reach of any 
argument. But ifthe secret and repeated accusations of con- 
science are duly and impartially weighed; if the connection that 
is sometimes visible beyond dispute, even here, between sin and 
its punishment be considered; ifthe acknowledgments of Francis 
Spira and of others in the like situation, have any thing answer- 
able to what they have experienced; if God be the Governor of 
the world, and be a just God, sober reason must admit that it is 
a truth and no fiction. And to all who give credit to the Bible, 
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as a revelation from God, it is infallibly certain. ‘“ He has ap- 
pointed a day in which he will judge the world by that man 
whom he hath ordained, whereof he hath given assurance to all 
men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.” Looking through 
the glass of the word, we see an awful psesage of this dreadful 
day, in the destruction of the old world by a flood—in the over- 
throw of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire and brimstone, and in the 
destruction of Jerusalem; but still more in the sufferings of the 
Son of God on thecross. Who that thi*ks soberly on these things 
Joes not feel a conviction, rising above all scepticism, that eternal 
justice will bring to light and to punishment the hidden things 
of darkness, and so wipe off all reproach from the administration 
of Providence. 

After all, we believe that the most scep‘ical, in their most scep- 
tical moments,rather wish and hope than solidly believe, that there 
will be no judgment and no hell; even themselves dare not ven- 
ture to act in all respects as if it were so. With all their blas- 
phemous assertions, their conduct is still like a man venturing 
upon the ice, uncertain whether it may not give way and let him 
drop into an abyss beneath it; while the humble Christian who 
has laid open his whole heart to the eye of God, casting himself 
upon the merits of Christ’s blood, feels the perfect confidence of 
one standing ona rock. EGO. 


SSelections. 


Extracts from the Speech of the Rev. Andrew Thomson, D. D. de- 
livered at the meeting of the Edinburgh Bible Society, on the 9th 
July last. (Continued from page 415.) 


In our last number we commenced the publication of extracts 
from the above speech. It is altogether a most valuable docu- 
ument. After some farther remarks on the conduct of the Lon- 
don Committee in vindicating their Apocryphal proceedings, he 
goes on to say: 

“ But in reply to all this itis maintained, that the committee 
from whom we ask the confession is different from the committee 
who are said to have done the wrong. Sir, that is a complete 
mistake. I know that a delusion exists upon the point, and I shall 
endeavour to remove it. The London committee do not change 
their members as we do. With us, every year there are six that 
go out by rotation, and six new ones are brought in to supply 
their place. But in Earl-street, every man who chooses to attend 
pretty regularly is sure of being re-chosen. He has only to come 
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to the committee room at the hour of meeting, get his mame cy. 
tered in the sederunt, and then walk away: re-election is the 
certain consequence. Accordingly, sir, till within these few 
months, there was one person who had been a member of com 

mittee from the year 1804; there are others who have never been 
out of it since the commencement of the institution, except per- 
haps once or twice; and to show how little alteration goes on 

let me only state to you, as the result of a particular examina. 
tion of the lists, that a thi?;jpart of the committee of 1804, when 
the society was established, was in the committee of 1813, when 
the permission was granted to insert Apocryphas in the Bible 
every where on the continent—that a fourth part of the commit- 
tee of 1304 were inthe committee of 1819, when 15,000 Bibles, 
witi the Apocrypha interspersed, were printed by them in Lon- 
don—that of the committee of 1810, by whose report we were 
told that they circulated nothing but “the proper standard of 
faith,” and that their “ regulations were so precise as not to ad- 
mit of dubious interpretations,” there were 22 in the committee of 
1813, and 19 in the committee of 1819—that of the committees of 
3813. and 1819, there were of the former 17, aud of the latter 22, 
who were members of the committee of 1823—and that in afl 
these cases the President, (who has been a regular attender,) 
several of the Vice Presidents, two at least of the Secretaries, 
and the Assistant Secretary, were the very same. So that in 
truth the several committees were identified with one another. 
Each succeeding committee homologated the deed of its predeces- 
sor. And as to responsibility, there is not the shadow of diifer- 
ence among them. Besides, sir, if you include the President and 
two of the Secretaries, a majority of the committee of 1826, who 
persisted in refusing to acknowledge any error, were in the com- 
mittee of 1819, who interspersed the Apocrypha in so many copies 
of the Bible. And then, let it be recollected, that after the year 
1821, when the attention of the committee was called to the sub- 
ject, they did not renounce what former committees had done— 
they persevered in the unlawful course with their eyes open— 
they sanctioned inthis way all that had been previously done; 
and the changes on the committee from 1821 down to 1827, are 
too inconsiderable to have the smallest influence on the argu- 
ment. But granting that the existing committee, as a body, is 
not answerable for the proceedings of its predecessors—which, 
in the circumstances above detailed, I never can adinit—what 
should have hindered it from declaring that its predecessors had 
gone wrong, that it regretted the deviation which had taken 
place, and that it would lose no time in effectually chacking the 
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evil! Or, if the malversations had been perpetrated by only a few 
individuals, who had taken it upon them to break the law, and 
expose the institution to imminent danger, why is it that instead 
of investigating the case so as to discover and dismiss the offend 

ers, they resist all inquiry, protoct the culprits of whom they 
ought to have been ashamed, and retain in their service, and 
among their number, every one person who had so betrayed his 
trust, and brought guilt and disgrace upon the Bible Society? 
The plea, sir, derived from the pretence of one committee not 
being responsible for another is, in the present case, altogether 
inapplicable and unavailing. 

To show you, sir, how strong and inveterate the Apocryphal 
propensities of the London committee are, 1 must mention two 
discoveries that we have made since our last annual meeting. 
The first respects those intermixed Apocryphas which were is- 
sued. by the London committee in 1819. There could be no 
doubt of the fact; but then, in apology for it, we were told that 
the thing had been done per incuriam—that a small sub-commit- 
tee had the charge of the thing, and that no responsibility could 
attach to the committee at large. But, sir, this apology will 
never do. We have had some inspection of the minutes of that 
very sub-committee, and we can tell you not only who they were, 
but which of them were present at the different sederunts, and 
what particular measures these adopted. Sir, it appears that the 
originator of 4#e abuse was Dr. Pinkerton, who makes such a 
‘igure ip cho apocryphal history of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. He wrote from the Continent, instigating them to print 
Bibles with the Apocrypha interspersed for the Roman Catholics. 
fhey complied with his request. And of the attending sub- 
committee that so shamefully violated the law of the society 
and corrupted the word of God, there are no fewer than twelve 
who were inembers of the last year’s committee, and nearly that 
number of them are still in office. Nay, sir, I must tell you, al- 
though it is with great pain I learned, as it is with great pain 
fnow communicate it, that there wasa respectable and zealous 
evangelical minister of the church of England, aiding and abet- 
ting the sub-committee in the work of adulteration. He con- 
ducts a widely spread magazine, the Missionary Register. I 
never could understand how it was that this editor was so eager 
and vehement in his defence of the London committee, till I 
found that he, the Rev. Mr. Pratt, when he was pleading their 
cause was pleading his own, for he had assisted them in 1819 
in the very worst of those abominable practices of which they 


have been found guilty. But let not the introduction of his 
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uame make you forget that of those who “were active in Karl. 
street in falsifying the Bible with apocryphal fables in 1819, 
there are abcut twelve who at present hold their place among 
those Directors, who are said not to be responsible for the do- 
ings of preceding Committees. 
The other fact to which I alluded to as having recently come 
to light is of no small importance, as it affects the integrity and 
trust-worthiness of the committee. When the deputation was 
here in April 1826, we discovered, by close interrogation, that 
Professor Kieffer and Dr. Van Ess had been long enjoying a 
salary from the committee, though it was carefully concealed 
from the public, and though they were employed in circulating 
spurious Scriptures as the work for which they are paid. I ask- 
ed the deputation, (well do I recollect having put the question to 
them myself) whether there was any other agent in the same 
predicament. Butno; they did not remember or know of any 
other. And very likely this wasthe case. But in the course of 
the season I got some hint that there was another person occupi- 
ed in the same manner as Kieffer and Van Ess, and covertly get- 
ting pay for his services. I heard his name. The London com- 
mittee were publicly questioned on the subject. They returned 
noanswer. And no satisfaction could be obtained till I saw a 
letter from the individual himself, Mr. Levcignol, of Montpelier, 
acknowledging the fact. And observe, sir, whet the fact really 
was. In August 1822, the London committee passee g resolution 
declaring that the circulation ofthe Apocrypha was cotmrary to 
the law ofthe society, as that law was interpreted by the great 
body of the subscribers, and therefore bearing that all such circu- 
lation was to be discontinued. And yet from that day down to 
the end of 1824, that is far more than two long years, did they 
employ Lessigno], and pay him for circulating in France De Sa- 
cy’s Bible, one of the Bibles which they bad printed in 1819, and 
which not only contained the Apocrypha, but contained it inter- 
woven, after the Trentine model, with the inspired volume. Here 
you have another instance of apocryphal circulation in its worst 
form, practised for years after they solemnly professed to have 
given it up, combined with intentional concealment of the trans- 
action, and a continued declaration to the world that they were 
all the while doing the contrary. And we are asked, sir, to trust 
in the committee who have been guilty of such baseness! 
Ihave now, sir, to call your attention to another point, as de- 
cisive evidence of the London committee’s apocryphal character. 
The committee knew well that in this respect they did not en. 
joy a good reputation, and if they were conscious that the char- 
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ges against them were erroneous, and that they had no other 
wish than to carry the regulations into full effect, one should 
supppose that they must have been glad to have an opportunity 
of showing that we were miataken, and that their professions 
were perfectly sincere. Such an opportunity wasoffered to them, 
but they rejected it, and did the very thing that they would have 
done on the supposition that they were desirous and determined 
to return to their old courses. There were four vacancies to be 
filled up in the committee at the last anniversary. To supply 
these there were four gentlemen proposed, of the highest respec- 
tability and of decidedly anti-apocryphal principles. Men of 
honour and sense would, in such circumstances, have grasped at 
the proposal, and indeed would have anticipated it, by seeking 
out for similar characters, without waiting for the suggestion of 
others. But not so the London committee. They rejected these 
four gentlemen. They did not give them asingle vote. But 
they elected four who were notorious for being like-minded, who 
had previously expressed themselves strongly in favour of the 
committee’s conduct, and on whose support in every measure 
they could securely reckon. That is to say, while pretending to 
be anti-apocryphal, they chose for their coadjutors individuals 
who were known to be apocryphal in no ordinary degree; and 
thus the committee, sir, gave a demonstration that so far from be- 
ing cured of their former predilections, or having retracted their 
errors, they entertained the very same convictions which had in- 
fluenced them before, and were ready to embrace every occasion 
of returning to what they professed to hayg§forsaken. 

And connected with thisI must also mention, sir, their keep- 
ing in their service the Rev. Mr. Brandram. This gentleman is, 
you know, one of the secretaries. He seems to have the activity 
and zeal of twenty secretaries : and if his exertions were under 
the direction of right principles, he might be more than ordinarily 
useful. But, alas! sir, he has the strongest pussible prepossessions 
in favour of apocryphal circulation. Every person acquainted 
with the controversy is aware of this; and if any one has a doubt 
remaining on that score,I shall speedily dispel it. I have here 
a document which was long kept a profound secret; but which 
we succeeded in digging out at last. The resolutions passed by 
the London committee in November 1825 were professedly anti- 
apocryphal—but they did not satisfy us; they did not satisfy the 
public at large; they were deemed quite insufficient for the pur- 
pose of securing an adherence to the original principles of the 
society. And yet Mr. Brandram opposed and denounced them 
as a great deal too anti-apocrypha!. He refused to go along with 
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the committee in the resolutions, and when they were passed in 
spite of him, he entered a protest, wnich is recorded in their min- 
utes—(for they were quite ready to record this or any similar ex- 
pression of sentiment, though they would not record their own 
pretended confession)—and to which we find several names be- 
sides his appended, some of them regular and others privileged 
members of the committee, such as Mr. Stokes, Mr. Simeon, Mr. 
Farish, Mr. Dealty, &e. And I will read the protest to you 
sir, that you may understand what sort of a secretary they have 
to carry on their purer administration. Here it is—* We protest 
against the present decision of the Committee on the subject of the 
Apocrypha, as being, according to our deliberate judgment, in di- 
rect opposition to the moral bearing and general spirit of God's 
word.” Sir, could you have conceived any thing so foolish or 
so bad as this? The committce are supposed to declare that they 
will not circulate the Apocrypha; and Christian men come for- 
ward and say that the refusal to do this is contrary to the moral 
bearing and genuine spirit of God’s word. According to them 
the word of God actually requires that we shall adulterate it with 
apocryphal admixtures—or put apocryphal additions to it. And 
one of these Philo-Apocryphists is the Rev. Mr. Brandram, now 
their only efficient secretary. There stands upon the face of their 
minutes a formal and solemn protest of his to the effect I have 
now stai:d; and he is retained in their service, and intrusted with 
executing a work which, in his deliberate judgment, opposes the 
word of God, and which must therefore be a continual violation 
of his conscience! I @#i!l venture to say, sir, that no body of men, 
whether Christian or not, would act such a preposterous and 
monstrous part, except the London committee on whose wisdom 
and uprightness we are called to place unsuspecting reliance, 
and of whom we are to believe that they are convinced of their 
error and have retracted it. 

As a further proof of the committee’s being unchanged and un- 
reformed, I beg you to censider the agency they have employed 
this lest year in England,—the persons whom they have selected 
to represent them to the people and to advocate their cause. We 
should have expected that common prudence would have indu- 
ced them to employ for that purpose the least apocryphal men 
whom they could procure, and that the consciousness of what 
they affected to be wonld have dictated that course of dealing 
with their constituents. But they have actually chosen the in- 
dividuals whom we know to be most apocryphal in their princi- 
ples and character, and who on that score are most undeserving 
of any confidence on the part of those who are attached friends 
of pure Bible circulation.” 
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STRASBURG PREFACE. 

Some remarks which follow respecting the apocryphal attach- 
ments of Messrs. Brandram, Pinkerton and Dudley, who have 
occupied a conspicuous place in the management of the London 
committee, we must omit. The following statements respecting 
the Strasburg infidel preface to the Bible, are important. 

« Since our last meeting, the London committee have publish- 
edtwo pamphlets to vindicate their conduct as to the Strasburg 
preface and the Lausanne Bible. 

« And first, asto the Strasburg preface. I shall not detain you 
with any minute discussion ofthe subject, after all that was said on 
it last year. But I must say that the documentary publication that 
the committee have put forth not only confirms our former opinion, 
but really makes their conduct a great deal worse than we be- 
lieved it tobe. Ishallshortly mention a few of the particulars 
of this strange and disgraceful case. We find that the committee 
had before them Bost’s letter intimating the existence of the pre- 
face, and giving extracts from it to show how bad and dangerous 
it was. But they have given no copy of thisin their pamphlet, 
though it. is the most essential paper in the whole collection. 
They say they kept no copy of it, but I can tell you that they 
were offered a copy for publication and refused the ofier. This 
suppression of Bost’s letter is not, however, so wonderful when 
we observe, on comparing the correspondence now produced with 
that correspondence as it appeared in the appendixes to their re- 
ports, that they have been guilty of gross mutilations and of ma- 
nufacturing whole sentences, in order to change the sense of the 
passage, and impose upon the public. We find, also, that though 
Hatiner’s preface was within their reach and even in possession, 
they would not read it for fear of having their minds too strong- 
ly prepossessed against the Strasburgh committee; and when Dr. 
Pinkerton went to negotiate with them, he actually told them 
that he had not perused it, just that he might have his mind free 
from prejudice in arranging the question, as if it were matter of 
indifference to these servants of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, whether a preface was in its own nature and tendency 
extremely good or excessively base and pernicious. Then, sir, 
itappears that Bost, that most excellent man, and to whom they 
owed a debt of gratitude for his information, is recorded in their 
books as a slanderer, for what he wrote about the preface, while 
Haffner, the unfaithful author of that neological preface, is re- 
corded in the very same page, asa man of unimpeached honour. 
After receiving many proofs of the vile conduct of Haffner and 
is associates at Strasburg, Lord Teignmouth, in the name of the 
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London committee, wrote a letter to Haffner, and in that letter, 
well knowing the prefacer’s principles and delinquencies, his 
lordship talks of his“ deference to the judgment of the Committee 
at Strasburg ;” “ seriously respects the motive which suggested the 
preface;” speaks of “ our fellow-labourers at Strasburg, for whom 
we feel the most cordial esteem;” “trusts that they will axcuse this 
Sriendly expostulatton;” and “ attributes the publication which has 
occasioned hie remarks solely to a feeling of regard for the interests 
of tha! great cause which the London Committee and the Strasburg 
Committee are eqy/ally anxious to promote.” After these touches of 
liberaiity, you will not be surprised to learn that the London 
committee havitg remonstrated feebly, and aware that their re- 
monstrance was ineffectual, allowed more than sixteen months 
to elapse before they did any thing to arrest the evil, and in con- 
sequence of this, under the sanction and at their expense, 5000 
copies of this detestable introduction to the Bible were sent forth 
to the public. But, as Haffner himself said, the liberality of the 
committee was inexhaustible; for with proofs innumerable of 
want of religious principle and of common integrity on the part 
of the Strasburg committee, they still proffered to them a con- 
tinusnce of their friendship, and new donations of money for 
fresh enterprises. Then came the annual report, praising Profes- 
sor Haffner, and praising the Strasburg committee; for doing 
what? for having the goodness and the condescenion not to cir- 
culate any more than 5000 copies of the neological preface, at 
the expense of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and cal- 
ling upon the Christians of this country to appreciate such gener- 
ous sacrifices, and to give thanks to the amizble and pious per- 
sons that made them. And last of all came this documentary 
pamphlet, which contained the details and the evidence of all 
these shameful proceedings, but which they publish in exculpa- 
tion of their conduct, and which they “ trust will prove highly 
satisfactory to all the subscribers and friends of the Bible So- 
ciety.” 

I have not a much better tale to tell the meeting of the Lau- 
sanne Bible. The London committee agreed to give the Bible 
committee at Lausanne to the extent of £750 on the condition 
of their printing a new edition of Ostervald’s Bible, making the 
impression 10,000. But though this compact was distinctly and 
solemnly made, it wassoon breken by the Lausanne committee. 
They broke the engagement by adding notes and comments, and 
by altering the text. This was early known to the London 
commitiee. Proofs of the work were sent over—the Lausanne 
Bible Society reports were transmitted—agents from the Lon- 
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don somety wrote to them—and from all these they might have 
learnt, and they did learn, that there were great and alarm- 
ing deviations from the original bargain. But they made no 
particular inquiry—they offered no remonstrance—they gave 
themselves no trouble about the matter. Professor Levade, who 
was at the head of the Lausanne committee, wrote them March 
ist, 1822, that the work was at length completed, and that by 
means of their bounty, a translation of the Bible had been pro- 
cured “ far superior to that of Ostervald,” although it was Oster- 
vald’s they were bound to adopt and follow strictly. In June 
following, they resolved toexamine it. But no examination took 
place. Mr. Platt, who was in Switzerland about that time, wrote, 
complaining bitterly of most material errors in the version; and 
in January 1823, it seems to have been discovered for the first 
time, that there were notes and comments introduced. A com- 
munication was made by the gentlemen in Earl-street to the 
Lausanne committee, telling them that in future they must adhere 
to the fundamental regulation. Dr. Steinkopft wrote, making 
apologies for them which they themselves never would have 
dreamt of. Professor Levade returned an answer of whicha 
mere man of the world would have been ashamed, so full is it of 
contradictions, and falsehoods, and unworthy disclosures. But 
was any thing done to stay the evil? Nothing, sir. Not only is 
aliexamination deferred tili 10,000 were thrown off, but till 5000 
copies were dispersed. Even the feeble aud useless communica- 
tion to which I have referred, was not made till four years after 
the engagement was violated by the insertion of notes and by 
alterations of the text. At last it came out in one ofthe Lau- 
sanne reports that the Bible which was to have been printed ex- 
actly after Ostervald, contained about 50,000 alterations of one 
kind or another, which was on an avecage about an alteration 
for every verse in the book. One would have thought that now 
the committee could review it carefully. But no. They only 
resolved to put it, for that purpose, into the hands of a sub-com- 
mittee. But then they do nothing more. They 
Resolve and re-resolve, and die the same. 

And hear now the conclusion of the whole matter as we find it 
in the fourth page ofthe last Annual Report. ‘ On the merits 
of the Lausanne Bible, the committee have indeed pledged them- 
selves to appoint a sub-committee to institute an inquiry, and 
form an opinion. The time of their continuance in office has 
not, nowever, permitted them to realize this measure; and, on 
further consideration, they cannot but recommend that the de- 
sign should be relinquished, inasmuch as it would be attened 
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with inconceivable difficulties, arising from the nature of Beblicaj 
criticism, and that no further encouragement should be given to 
the version, unless it shall completely establish its reputation in 
France and Switzerland, and shall have acquired a just claim, by 
further revision, to be reputed an authorized version.” In this 
manner £750 of the British and Foreign Bible Society’s funds 
have been wasted on an edition of the Bible, brought out unde; 
the very eye of the London committee, and so corrupt that they 
decline taking any part in promoting its circulation. They refuse 
to redeem their pledge to review and examine its merits: they 
may afterwards forward its distribution, but it is not till it has 
established its reputation in France and Switzerland, or till pro- 
ceeding from the hands of unfaithful and heretical divines, it has 
obtained favour among men of the same description, or among 
poor ignorant people who know not a good from a bad version, 
and till it undergo further revision—a revision, however, which 
is to be effected by the very men who have already corrupted it, 
and in which the Lodon committee have reselved that they will 
take noshare. It is unnecessary, sir, to make any comment on 
this most reprehensible transaction, or to show that those who 
are chargeable with it have no title whatever to your confidence; 
and that the restoration of confidence would be madness, sceing 
that instead of acknowledging any error, they put forth all these 
facts and documents as furnishing a vindication of their prooceed- 
ings, and trust that they will be satisfactory to the subscribers 
and friends of the Bible Society.” 


LEANDER VAN ESS. 


The Christian world has long been delighted and astonished 
at the zeal and labours of Professor Leander Van Ess, a Romas 
Catholic, in circulating the Bible en the continent of Europe 
‘The phenomenon is fully accounted for on natural principles, 
and our admiration greatly reduced when all the facts of the 
case are known. Says Mr. Thomson, 


«J now come, sir, to speak of Leander Van Ess. The trans- 
actions of the committee respecting this gentleman are of great 
importance, and I beg your particular attention to them. 

“ The character of these individuals,” (Professor Kieffer and 
Dr. Van Ess) the committee say in their last annual report, 
‘ stand too high on the continent to make it at all necessary to 
enter into their defence, or the committee might adduce the 
strongest testimonials in their behalf. Now, sir, it is first to be 
observed that the reputation of Van Ess on the continent, even if 
that was as pure and pious as they allege, which | utterly deny, 
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and deny upon good grounds, is no reason for the peopic of Great 
Britain being satisfied. As to his acceptance abroad we have 
only the averment of the committee, which we had before, and 
that cannot possibly secure his acceptance at home. We, the 
people of this countay, must be satisfied; but it is absurd to ex- 
pect that satisfaction will be given by telling us what ample cer- 
tificates to his good character they have in their possession, and 
could produce if they thought it necessary. But truly if these 
certificates be no better than one which they formerly produ- 
ced, they are wise in keeping them back from our perusal. They 
once published a testimonial in behalf of Dr. Van Ess, and that 
was given by Dr. Steinkopff, who knew him personally, and was 
the witness of his biblical labours. I shall read it: “ Leander 
Ven Ess,” says Dr. Steinkopff, the society’s foreign Secretary. 
‘Leander Van Ess seeks no earthly emoluments, nor is the ap- 
plause of a vain world his aim; he desires no treasures which the 
moth and rust consume; no, the glory of God and the salvation 
of svuls—these are the pure end heavenly principles which in- 
fluence his mind and stimulate him to action.” Now, sir, at the 
very time that Dr. Steinkopff gave this testimonial, and the Lon- 
don committee published it, as they did in the appendix to their 
report for 1821, we discovered by cross-examination, that the 
disinterested Van Ess—he who despised the applauses and emol- 
uments of earth, and was actuated by nothing but the pure and 
heavenly principles of regard to the glory of God and the salva- 
tion of souls, was receiving from the committeee for circulating 
Apocrypha Bibles, the allowance of £360 per annum, which, as 
things go in Germany, could not be considered as less there than 
a salary of seven or eight hundred pounds, a very substantial proof 
indeed of his generosity and heavenly mindedness. And letfit 
not be forgotten that the committee, well knowing all this, put 
forth the flattering testimonial, and carefully concealed from the 
public all knowledge of the mercenary transaction! Nor is this 
all, sir; by the pecuniary help of the London committee, Van 
Ess translated, printed and published the New Testament in 
German. Many thousand copies of this were sold or distributed, 
and much it was praised. It was charged, however, at last with 
having some very erroneous renderings of the sacred text, and it 
was proposed at a meeting of the committee not to assist any 
more in circulating that edition till it was examined, and found 
or made correct. But, lo! it turned out that this new translation, 
effected by the funds of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
was no longer under their controul, for the very upright and dis 
interested Van Ess had thought proper to sell the copy-right of 
Vow. ty. ( 
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it to a German bookseller. I have to state another fact still gs 
to the disinterestedness of Van Ess, and the careful management 
of the committee. In the course of nine years, Van Ess got from 
the London committee for Bibles and Testaments to the value of 
above £20,000; and he has never accounted for any of that mon. 
strous sum which was thus intrusted to him. He sold, but so little 
attentive was he to his own interest, that there were no proceeds, 
We are told, indeed, that he kept accounts, and that his accounts 
were audited. And I remember very well that some years ago 
the committee published one of his audited accounts; but who 
ever heard of an audited account in such a case without the names 
of the auditers being subscribed to authenticate the state? Here 
there were no auditors names; and no wonder that these were 
withheld, for as it afterwards transpired, the auditors lived some 
80 or 100 miles distant from the abode of Van Ess, and the scene 
of his operations. So that in nine years he got £20,000 out of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society’s funds, and did not givea 
satisfactory account cfa single farthing of that large sum. And 
yet we are still called upon to approve of the committee employing 
Van Ess, and to trust in both for carrying on the business of the 
institution. 

Nay, sir, it is in favour of this very Van Ess that the commit- 
tee have violated one of the regulations, by the adoption of which 
we were tolda twelve month ago that perfect security was now 
afforded against apocryphal circulation. Allow, me sir, to ex- 
plain this to the meeting, and let me request their attention to 
the statement. The regulation to which I refer is in these words: 
“That in all cases in which grants, whether gratuitous or other- 
wise, of the Holy Scriptures, either in whole or in part, shall be 
made to any society, the books be issued bound, and on the ex- 
press condition that they shall be distributed without alteration 
or addition.” Very soon after this regulation was passed, it 
was proposed in the London committee to make a grant of un- 
bound books to Van Ess. So strongly was this believed to bea 
transgression of the rule, that there was an immediate and uni- 
versal outcry against the committee. But when they defended 
themselves, they did not affect to say that it was no breach of the 
law; they only stood on the ground that the matter was merely 
discussed or conversed about, and not ultimately agreed to. Well, 
but they at last adopted a resolution, that all the books which 
Van Ess might obtain from them should be unbound. And how 
do they vindicate themselves now for taking such a step as this? 
By arguments which are truly jesuitical. In the first place, they 
say that the regulation forbids the granting of unbound scrip 
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cures only to societies and not to individuals. Whata quibble! 

what a pitiful quibble! Very true, sir, this is the letter of the re- 

guiation, but not the spirit of it. Its real purpose and intention, 

as every one knows, and asthe London cummittee knew best of 
all, if they did not mean to deceive their constituents, its real 
meaning and intention was, to prevent the unbound scriptures 
from getting into the hands of those who were in the habit of 
irculating spurious scriptures, and might be tempted to bind up 
the one with the other. And surely individuals were as much 
precluded by this as societies were. Nay, if it was right to lay 
on the restriction with respect to societies, much more necessary 
was it requisite with respect to individuals; for in a society, if 
one person was inclined to abuse his trust, another might be 
ready to check him; but if an individual had that design, he 
could do it without hindrance or controul. Now Van Ess was 
and is a circulator of Apocrypha Bibles, and a circulator of them 
for his own pecuniary advantage; and, therefore, to grant him 
the privilege which he has received from the London committee, 
is to frustrate the whole purpose of the regulation in question, 
and to transgress it as effectually at least as agreeing to grant 
unbound scriptures to a society would have done. 

But, in the second place, we are told that no evil is done, be- 
cause the committee have appointed Van Ess to be their accredi- 
ted agent at Darmstadt. And will such an appointmentmake any 
change on those circumstances, which rendered it an improper 
and illegal thing to trust him before in the manner which they 
propose to do? These circumstances continue precisely the same- 
Van Ess is the same apocryphal man that he was formerly, and 
he is as much occupied as he was at any previous period in sel- 
ling spurious Bibles for his own emolument. How absurd is the 
arrangement, and how extraordinary to suppose that men of com- 
mon understanding are to be blinded with it! The London com- 
mittee grant unbound scriptures to Van Ess; he binds them at 
his own discretion, and then out of the store of books bound by 
Van Ess, they make grants to Van Ess that Van Ess may distrib- 
ute them! There is nobody so weak, surely,as to be imposed upon 
by such nonsense. And then by the interpretation which the 
committee have practically put upon the third regulation, they 
reserve to themselves a right to make a grant of money as well as 
books to this apocryphal agent Van Ess. He is but an individu- 
al and an accredited agent; and, therefore, in terms of the sec- 
ond regulation, it has become quite |awful for them to vote him 
as much pecuniary aid as they think proper. And what they 
have done with regard to Van Ess, theymay do, on the same prin- 
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ciple, and under the same pretext, with regard to the most ob- 
noxious secretary of a Bible Society on the continent of Europe; 
though I do not think it would be easy to find one more fit for 
their purpose than this same most disinterested and heavenly. 
minded Dr. Leander Van Ess. 

Let me remind you, sir, that we know from experience how 
unworthy of confidence he is as to the mode in which he is to 
dispose of your grants, whatever be the conditions or restrictions 
that accompany them. As a specimen of the light-fingered use 
he is ready to make of money devoted to pure Bible circulation, 
in order to get his own spurious Scriptures into the market, I shall 
read you a passage or two froma letter of his, dated June 1824, 
and written to show the London committee how nicely and con- 
scientiously withal he could evade their anti-apocryphal resolu- 
tions. “ The view taken by members of both persuasions,” (Pro- 
testants and Papists) is, in a doctrinal sense, the same; the mere 
order in printing the apocryphal books is different; let them be 
paid for by others, and the resolution of the committee not to print 
the apocryphal books at their expense will not be violated.” “ As 
the second part” (of the Old Testament) “ contains several apoc- 
ryphal books, which it is proposed to print at other persons’ ex- 
pense, the price here to be considered, would be less than 44 st. 
the copy. Towards the expenses of printing the apocryphal books 
I am ready to advance 4000 florins, which Ihave received from Am- 
sterdam towards establishing a fund for the Bible.” Thus far Van 
Ess exposes himself. And now hear what Mr. Francis Cunning- 
ham says,with unqualified approbation of his mode of dealing with 
the word of God, acting all the while as an accredited agent of 
the B. and F. Bible Society, with £300 a year of salary, £60 
per annum for a house, and all his travelling expenses besides. 
‘« He is making a new version of the Bible,” says Mr. C “ which, 
by the help of the Continental Bible Societies, he is about to 
print; and, although he holdsthe opinions of the church to which 
he belongs on the subject of the Apocrypha, he wishes this opin- 
ion to be no hinderance to others; so that they will ‘many way 
read the word of God. He is therefore preparing his version for 
publication in three forms. First, with the Vulgate printed in a 
small type at the bottom of each page, and with the Apocrypha in- 
termized; this is the form in which the Catholics wish to receive 
it. Secondly, without the Vulgate, and with the Apocrypha ap- 
pended, for the Protestants ofthat country. Thirdly, without the 
apocryphal books, for the distribution of our own Bible Society, 
if we are disposed to adopt it. Here is a specimen of that large- 
ness of charity by which every part of his conduct is influenced; 
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ob- so that by Protestants and Catholics, who are partakers of the 
pe; same spirit, he is alike esteemed.” Thus the London commit- 
for tee give Leander Van Ess, what cannot be less in Germany, in- 
cluding his probable travelling expenses, than one thousand a 
year, a salary which should have commanded the double of all 
his services: and they give this huge salary to support him while 
manufacturing and vending adulterated Bibles in the capacity of 
an accredited agent of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
And surely, sir, after this statement, 1 need not add a word to 
bring it home tothe conviction of every man, that the London 
committee, in that measure of which I have been speaking, have 
forfeited all title whatever to the confidence of the country, and 
given the strongest possible proof of tlieir being as apocryphal 
in their spirit and in their dispostions as ever. 


o- CONTINENTAL APOCRYPHAL SOCIETIES. 


It is a fact perhaps not generally koown, that the Roman 

Catholic Church contends for the inspiration and divine author- 

ity of the Apocrypha as strongly as for any part of the Scrip- 

tures; and this opinion also prevails in some degree among some 

ofthe Protestant churches. In such a state of things a decided 

testimony against such an error was certainly the more necessa- 
ry. But instead of this, by the course pursued by the Bible So- 

ciety, it has on the contrary been encouraged and promoted. 

Without any hint of the uncanonical character of the Apocry- 
pha, almost every society, established on the continent by the 
influence and funds of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
prints and circulates the apocrypha with the Scriptures, putting 
the whole into the hand of the ignorant, as the Word of God. 
All this has been done in compliance with, and has a manifest 
tendency to conform and establish the errors and prejudices 
which there so greatly prevail; and yetevery hint of this fact 
has been carefully kept from the British public in the yearly 
and monthly reports of the London committee. Much was in 
their power to bear testimony against, and check this evil; but 
they have not done it. They have directly countenanced the 
evil. The following extract refers to the subject. 

“ There is another circumstance still which satisfies me that 
the London committee are not at all weaned of their apocryphal 
propensities, and that they have no love for the circulation of 
pure Bibles. And it is this—they have used no means for get- 
ting pure societies established where there is not even a pretext 
for those of a contrary description. Had they done something of 


this kind, Icould have supposed that they had some portion of 
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sincerity in their professions, though it would have come fa; 
short of a satisfactory proof that they had changed their views 
But when, after all the zeal they displayed for a long course of 
years in procuring the institution of Apocrypha Societies, on the 
ground that the Scriptures could not be circulated on the con- 
tinent by any other means, they refuse to make any attempt to 
institute pure Bible societies, even where it is ascertained that 
these alone will answer the purpose, I cannot but conclude that 
their anti-apocryphal resolutions are, so far as the commitiee are 
concerned, a piece of idle mockery. Itis long, very long, since 
we gave them demonstration of the fact, that pure Bibles could 
be circulated with perfect facility. Did they ever take advan- 
tage of that information? No, sir, they despised it. Their own 
agents and correspondents—the very societies abroad to whom 
they gave help for apocryphal purposes, told them the same 
story. Did they give heed to what came to them from such un- 
suspicious authority? No, sir, they treated that with equal in- 
difference. The Bible Society at Neuwied assured them that it 
could distribute pure Scriptures without the least difficulty, and 
even approved, in express terms, of the principle of giving no 
more countenance to apocryphal writings. Did they Jay hold of 
this favourable opening, and immediately apply to their friends 
of Neuwied to make a thorough change in their course of acting 
on this point? No, sir, even this most inviting opportunity was 
neglected. Mr. Francis Cunningham after travelling over a 
great part of the continent and making inquiries on the very top- 
ic we are speaking of, distinctly assured them of the ease with 
which pure Bibles might be circulated in France and Germany, 
with the exception of some particular districts. Did they follow 
up Mr. C.’s intelligence, and set themselves to get a reformation 
effected in those places where it could so easily have been done? 
No, sir. They allow things to remain there in their old corrupt 
state, without the least endeavour to amend them. Even the 
Paris Bible Society, whose constitution prevented it from giving 
out any Bible which had not the Apocrypha, became satisfied, 
from experience, that this was an unnecessary rule—for having 
bound up four thousand Bibles—one half with, and the other half 
without the Apocrypha,—those that were without the Apocrypha 
were speedily sold, while of those that had it, there is still a con- 
siderable number remaining. But, indeed, the directors of that 
society were ignorant of matters in their own country, and too 
proud to listen to the information of others, who knew better. 
It is put beyond all controversy, that nothing is easier than 
to circulate pure Bibles in France. As to those who are ac 
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quainted with the subject, they do not not believe the Apoc- 
rypha to be a part of the Bible, and though they wished to 
have it, would not demand it from a Bible Society. And as to 
the great bulk of the people, they are so deplorably ignorant 
that they dont know well what the Bible is, and will take and 
read any thing, any Bible, which you give to them, with that ap- 
pellation, and under that form. Well, did the London commit- 
tee propose to the Paris B. Society to change their constitution? 
or did they make any remonstrance? or did they do any one thing 
towards effecting what they must have been desirous (o effect, 
if they had framed the resolutions of April 1826 in sincerity, and 
if they were determined to give full effect to them? No, sir. 
They have religiously abstained from any such pure, any such 


hom bona fide fulfilment of their own regulations. On the contrary, 
ame we find them praising the Paris Bible Society with all their 
un- might; and truly this is but natural, for we find the Paris Bible 


Society praising them with as much cagearness. And, indeed, 
the great work of pure Bible circulation is sacrificed to fulsome 


and compliments on the one side and on the other. And while the 
* no London committee are thus so liberal in their eulogium on those 
d of societies abroad which are palming lies and fables on the peo- 
‘nds ple in the name of God, and making no effort whatever to stop 
ing the injurious abomination which they themselves originated, 
was they are actually helping them forward in their unworthy ca- 
ra reer: for even to societies that refuse,—obstinately refuse to send 
Op- forth a single Bible wanting the Apocrypha,—to those very so- 
rith cieties they give grants of New Testaments in abumdance, and 
ny, by their assisting them in one branch of their operations, set 
ow loose a proportional share of their funds for more vigorously and 


extensively carrying forward the other branch,—that is, the dis- 
tribution of apocryphal Old Testaments. I could give you 
many illustrations of the argument I have now touched upon; 
but enough has been said to show that the London committee 
have no heart to the task of circulating the unadulterated Scrip- 
tures alone, and that the resolutions now so much vaunted of, 
and so much relied on, will, in their hands, become a dead 
letter.” 


Management of the Committee at the meeting of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. 


As the conducting of the proceedings at the public meeting of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society is managed by the com- 
mittee, it is of course to be expected that every thing which 
looks a faulting of their conduct, would to the utmost of their 
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po wer be excluded; and every thing they could effect to con- 
ceal their mismanagement, would be done. If there were com- 
plaints against the management of the ccmmittee, the public 
meeting was the proper place to make them and for them to be 
judged of; and had the committee not been conscious of guilt, and 
bent on concealment, the judgment of the society between them 
and their accusers would have been earnestly desired. But we 
find the very mention of these in the public meeting was by them 
most clamorously and violently opposed. The following ac- 
count of their conduct on this occasion affords no favourable spe- 
cimen of their trust worthiness in so important a station. 

‘The last thing to which I would direct your attention, as il- 
lustrative of the sentiments and character of the London com- 
mittee, is the last annual meeting of the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society. And here, sir, take notice of the kind of men that 
appeared on the platform as the supporters and the friends of the 
committee, brought their by their own particular favour, and 
held out as those who would inspire confidence in their future 
proceedings. There was the editor of the Ecclectic Review, 
who had defended them in the very worst part of their transac- 
tions,—who had, in order to make his defence of them successful, 
sacrificed the inspiration of about 140 chapters of the Bible, — 
and whose most reprehensible article on the subject was publish- 
ed separately, and diffused over the whole country, at the ex- 
pense of a considerable number of the London committee, whom 
we are to regard as anti-apocryphal men, and orthodox believers, 
and quite fit to be trusted with the circulation of God’s Word. 
There was Dr. Pye Smith (I mention his name,because he himself 
has given his name in connexion with what I am going to state,) 
there was Dr. Pye Smith, who not only vindicated the commit- 
tee, but went so far in his vindication as to eulogize the detesta- 
ble preface to the Bible written by Professor Haffner, with re- 
gard to which no lover of the Bible, no genuine believer in this 
country, could feel any thing but the most lively indignation, 
and to denominaie it, in addressing the people of England, asa 
‘valuable and interesting performance.’ There also was the edi- 
tor of the Evangelical Magazine, who not only had apoligized 
for the London committee amidst all their misdeeds, and vilified 
those who had exposed their malversations, but who had made his 
journal the vehicle of conveying to his twenty or thirty thousand 
readers Dr. Smith’s disgraceful applause of Haffner’s neologieal 
preface. And, in short, there were many of those who had 
been keenest in supporting apocryphal circulation, and in propa- 
gating the most erroneous and heretical doctrines regarding in- 
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spiration, with the view of defending that practice,—evidently 
placed on the platform, to beard the Christian public—to brave 
all tne opposition that might be made to the unworthy proceed- 
ings of Earl-street—to tell us that they were altogether unchang- 
ed in their opinions—and that, trust them or not, we need not 
expect them to acquiesce in our own views, or renounce their 
apocryphal predilections. 

Then, again, observe how they acted on this occasion. When 
my friend Mr. Irving,—a man of the highest intellectual endow- 
ments, and what is infinitely more important, distinguished by 
his religious and moral worth, came forward to propose what he 
thought might remove the grievances complained of, and conci- 
liate those who had been estranged,—how was he received? In 
the most outrageous manner possible. They hissed as if they had 
been so many serpents,—they yelled as if they had been so many 
beasts of the forest,—and for some time would not allow him to 
be heard. And whence proceeded this most indecent clamour? 
Not chiefly from the mob,—as it is called,—it came from the very 
platform,—from the committee,—from those seats which the com- 
mittee had packed for the occasion. The bulk of the meeting 
had no idea of what Mr. Irving was going say. But the commit- 
tee knew it well, for he had moved the thing in Earl-street, and 
announced to them his intention of doing so at the public meet- 
ing. And if they hissed, and hooted, and yelled before they 
knew what his proposals were to be, it could not be supposed 
that they would be more moderate after he had brought them 
forward, though he did so in the most temperate and christian 
manner possible. Nay, sir, Mr. Irving was attacked by Mr. 
Buxion, one of the committee’s chosen advocates, and treated by 
him ina way which I do not choose to designate in the terms 
that | feel to be appropriate, because they might be deemed too 
strong. One individual, indeed, Mr. Gerard Noel, much to his 
honour, complained of their conduct, which he pronounced to be 
scandalous, though that word is carefully excluded from their 
printed report of the speeches, and signified a strong desire that 
some expresions of respett and affection should be given to Mr. 
Irving before he retired. But was this done? No, Sir; on the 
contrary, Mr. Shore, of whom I have already spoken, rose a se- 
cond time and defended the meeting for what they had done,— 
at the same time repeating the assault already made upon Mr. 
Irving by Mr. Buxton. But the second speech of Mr. Shore, so 
dishonourable to himself, and so disgraceful to the many that 
cheered it, does not appear in the committee's printed account of 
the proceedings, in the course of which it was delivered. Indeed 
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it seems to be their wish in that publication to conceal—they are 
addicted to concealment—as much as possible their manifest want 
of that Christian spirit of which we are said to be so destitute, 
and of which I suppose they were desirous to set us an edifying 
and attractive example. Just mark, sir, the unfairness of which 
they are guilty. In giving Mr. Irving’s speech they do notsay 
a word of the vulgar and abusive interruptions he experienced. 
Instead of mentioning these, they merely put down two or three 
dotted lines. So that a person who had not learnt the fact from 
other sources would have concluded that my friend, Mr. Irving, 
had said something which was not fit to be printed, whereas, in 
truth, it meant that the committee and the meeting had them- 


selves done something which they were perfectly ashamed to 
avow. 





Let us now, sir, attend for a little to what was said at the meet- 
ing by those who were appointed to speak, and were applauded 
for what they said. And, first, as to what fell from Lord Teign- 
mouth, the venerable President of the Society, of whom I wish, 
as far as I possibly can, to speak with the highest respect. His 
Lordship says, that “ the apocryphal question has been for ever 
decided.” My reverend friend behind me (Dr. Gordon) gave 
you an admirable comment on this and some similar sentiments. 
Permit me only to add, that this is the very language held by 
the commitee from the beginning of the dispute. Each new re- 
solution, as it came forth, was a full and final decision of the 
question, Nay, sir, Lord Teignmouth himself prepared, brought 
forward, and carried unanimously (ninety being present) one of 
these very decisive resolutions. You will find it made the sub- 
ject of remark in the Second Statement, p. 83. I shall only ob- 
serve at present, that it permitted the circulation of the Apocry- 
pha appended in every case, and in some cases even the Apocry- 
pha intermixed. And at that time we were to rest satisfied that 
the Apocrypha question was for ever decided. This shows that 
his Lordship’s opinion as to the final settlement of the question 
is not altogether canonical and authoritative. And then Lord 
Teignmouth says, that the resolutions and explanatory rules of 
the committee on this oceasion “have been framed with a pre- 
cision calculated to preclude the application of the funds of the 
society, direcctly or indirectly, to the circulation of the apocry- 
phal books.”” The contrary is demonstrable, and has been de- 
monstrated. But, at any rate, nothing is sure while the present 
committee retain their power. For you will remember that this 
same Lord Teignmouth declared, and the cemmittee published 
his declaration, in 1810, that while the society was only to circu- 
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late “‘the proper Standard cf Faith,” it “secured an adherence 

to the integrity of its principles, by regulations so precise and 

defined, as not to admit of dubious interpretations.”’ And yet un- 

der his Lordship’s own eye, and for a long series of years, the 

committee gave a different interpretation to the regulations 

formed for their government, and circulated as the word of God 

what, in no sense of the phrase, could be considered even by 
them as “the proper Standard of Faith.” His Lordship in con- 

clusion “ claims for the committee the benefit of the charitable 
apostolic precept, “ Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil 
the law of Christ.’ I hold this, sir, to be a complete perversion 
of Scripture, and worthy only of the adulterators of God’s word. 
It may be applauded by the friends of the British and Foreign 
Bible Soviety, but it will never, I trust, do for our meridian. 
Bear the burden of the London committee! I for my part will 
bear no such burden,—let them bear it themselves. I will not 
bear it, because it isa burden of unrepented sin: and I know of 
no law of Christ which required me to take upon me the sins of 
other men. I have too many sins of my own, to be so very cha- 
ritable as to submit to an additional load. And far be it from 
me,—far be it from any of us to share in this manner the guilt of 
the London committee, or even to give the slightest countenance 
to any one of their grievous delinquencies. 

“There is one thing only in the speech of Mr. Charles Grant, 
on which I would animadvert, but it is of some consequence as 
to the treatment of the present controversy. He says, ‘the basis 
on which we profess to rest, this society, is the word of God; or 
n other words, we rest it upon the three great principles of Faith, 
Hope, and Charity ;—and let us take care that we do not separate 
them, the one from the other, let us not separate what God has 
joined together. Let us indeed be zealous in this cause; but let 
us remember, also, to maintain a pervading spirit of Charity, the 
bond of peace and righteousness.’ All true, all very good, if the 
honourable gentleman and his fellow-labourers would follow up 
in their conduct what he has expressed in words. But the 
misfortune is, that they do separate what God has joined to- 
gether. He gives the go-by to Faith, and every thing is to be 
Charity. Now, sir, so far as I understand the Bible, there is no 
genuine hope which is not founded on Faith—there is no real 
eharity which does not flow from that source. Extinguish faith, 
and hope and charity have no more any existence. A vast deal 
has been said by the London committee and their frieiuds, on the 
subject of charity and peace. They tell us, asif we didnot know 
before, that ‘charity hopeth all things, believeth all things, en 
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dureth all things:’ but I bid them look at the context, and they 
will find that this same charity ‘ rejoiceth not in iniquity, but re. 
joicethin the truth.’ Sir, if the interests of truth are not maintain- 
ed—if the guilty are indulged and countenanced, Charity is but 
a name; and there is, there can be, there ought to be, no peace. 
I say it is the philosophical as well as the scriptural view of the 
case, that the claims of Truth are paramount. Truth is the pillar 
of the universe; impair or demolish this, and charity has nothing 
to do but to weep, for all that is great, and good, and happy, 
tumbles into ruins. The Bible inculcates Charity, but it is ‘ cha- 
rity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of Faith 
unfeigned.” And when we are exhorted to live at pea¢e with al] 
men, it is only ‘ if it be possible,’ and ‘as much as lieth in us, 
and surely this does not imply that we are to sacrifice the great 
objects ot Cristian faith for peace, desirable as that blessing may 
be. Accordingly that holy book to which Mr. Grant has ap- 
pealed, says expressly that the ‘wisdom which cometh from 
above is first pure, and then it is peaceable.’ 


( To be continued.) 


Beclesiastical Chronicle. 


Presbytery of Ohio.—Mr. Isaac Beggs, having accepted a call from the 
United Congregat) ous of Mercer, Rocky Spring, and Springfield ; and after 
delivering trials for Ordination, was on the 18th of September ordained to 
the office of the holy ministry, at Rocky Spring, and installed pastor of said 
congregations. Sermon by the Rev. A. Murray, from 1. Pet. 5. 2. “ Feed 
the flock of God which is among you, takiag the oversight thereof.’ Mr. 
WLintock being indisposed, Mr. Murray gave the charge. And on the 
day following, Mr. Matthew Snodgrass was ordained, and installed pastor 
of the United Congregations of Conniautt and Cherry-Run, at Conniautt; 
Sermon by Rev. D. Goodwillie, from Acts 16. 17. * These men are the 
servants of the Most High God, which shew unto us the way of salvation.” 
Charge by Rev. D. M’Lane. 


—=>>—_ 


To CoRRESPONDENTS.—We have received a communication sigu- 
ed J. B. which, in its present state, we think unfit for publication. The 
subject is one which it is difficult to treat with the requisite precision. and 
several of the remarks are either very loosely expressed, or radically in- 
correct. It presents an instance of an orthodox conclusion drawn from pre- 
mises, which it is perhaps impossible to defend. Our esteemed corres- 

ndent we think, on reflection, would present the subject in a different 
light. We have several other favours of correspondents on hand, which 
shall be attended to in the order in which they were received. We hope 
the mention of this will not cause our friends to relax their exertions in fur- 
nishing orignal matter for the pages of the Monitor. 

We have received from a valued correspondent a brief memoir of the 
much lamented James Whyte, late pastor of the Associate Congregation ot 
Salem, which shall appear in our next, 
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3 NOTICE TO PATRONS. | 

We are gratified in being enabled to announce to our read. 
ers, that through the exertions of several of our friends, and 
the deep interest manifested by the members of the Associ. 
ate Church generally, for its continuance, we have determined, 
relying on the blessing of God upon our humble efforts, to 
on withthe Fifth Volume of Tue Reticiovs Monrror. We 
hope, therefore, that thuse who have received the work, and 
havg not as yet paid for it, will be punctual in transmitting the 
amount of their dues to Philadelphia at the meeting of the 
Synod in May next, where will be a person authorized to re. 
ceive it, and give receipts. It would be esteemed a favour in 
receive remittances at the present time: money may be forward. 
ed‘ by mail, at our risk, and where more than $5 is enclosed, a 
ourexpense. Though there has been generally a commends. 
ble punctuality in forwarding payment for the Monitor, yet 
there are some. who are still in arrear for the 2d and 3d vol's. 

If such arrearages are not paid on or before the commence. 
ment of the 5th volume, we shall be under the necessity of dis- 
continuing to send the work to those individuals thus in arrear. 

The Monitor is now placed on a foundation, that a little ex. 
ertion of our friends to extend its circulation, and a_ liberal 
contribution of original matter for our pages, is all that is re- 

isite to secure its permanency, and the accomplishment of 
the objects originally contemplated by its publication. 

We beg leave to renew a suggestion formerly made, viz :— 
“ Were each of our resp subscribers to procure for us an- 
other in the circle of his acquaintances, our list might thus be 
réadily doubled, and nearly two-thirds of the whole proceeds 
of such addition would fall into the public funds.” Perhaps 
there never wa; a time since the establishment of the Associ- 
ate Church in the United States, that she was <:ore imperiously 
called upon, in the midst of wide spread defection, to awake 
from lethargy and display the glory of her Redeemer, than the 
present; and perhaps there never was a time when her mem- © 
bers evinced greater concern for her purity ; or when she re- 
ceived greater indications of the Divine blessing upon the 
word and ordinances of God in the midst of her. . 

That the great Head of the Church has been pleased, in 
several instances, to bless this work as an instrument for good, 
we have the most unequivocal testimonials. - In some cases, it 
has strengthened the hands of weak congregations ; in others, 
confirmed the wavering; and in others, awakened a spirit of 
enquiry into the distinguishing principles and practices of the 
Associate Church. 

(We were not aware till very lately, that it was consid- 
ered important what time in the month the Monitor appeared; | 
consequently, it has been issued at any time most convenient 
within the month ; but as this plan does not give entire satis 
faction, we shall as soon as possible hereafter publish it on or 
before the 10th of each month. , 





